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“ Over the last six years, I have had 
the joy of working in a community 
that has welcomed me … I have 
appreciated the support of so many 
of our families who have rolled up 
their sleeves and partnered in the 
work that occurred over these last 
few years. It has been one of the joys 
of my life to be a part of this School.

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
As I write this, the last of the snow has 
melted, there is a warmth in the air and 
I can see the first tiny buds on the young 
trees outside my office window. Spring 
brings with it a sense of new beginnings 
each year, but this year more than any, 
that sense of hope and emerging possibility 
is more palpable and powerfully felt.

We are not out of the pandemic yet, not 
by quite a way, but each day brings more 
and more vaccinated individuals and the 
understanding that we may, after enduring 
so much, be afforded a new beginning.

The opportunity to imagine next school 
year as a new beginning is one I’d like to 
use this article to focus on. Although several 
months away, it is close enough for us to 
see it on the horizon. Its gravitational pull 
is strong enough that we can feel it tug 
us towards that point, when, after a well-
deserved summer break, we return to 
TMS afresh, not just for a new school year, 
but to a fundamentally new beginning.

TMS looks forward to the exciting arrival 
of Andrew Cross, under whose leadership 
our School will grow stronger and stronger. 
I have had the pleasure of talking often 
with Andrew. He is so obviously a man of 
values and integrity and someone for whom 
relationships come first. I look forward to 
watching the continued upward trajectory of 
TMS under his guidance. A new beginning in 
leadership allows a fresh and energized new 
phase in the School’s history.

The School is preparing, under Andrew’s 
leadership, to develop and imagine a new 
strategic plan. A new beginning charting 
the path the School will take to establish 
itself further.

Through the ongoing strategic growth 
of the Upper School, TMS is currently 
projecting an overall enrolment of well 
over 800 students for the first time in 
its history. This growth also happened 
alongside the highest retention in our 
School’s recent history.  Families want 
to come to TMS and stay at TMS.
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To provide the energy, motivation and 
recommitment to our community, our new 
beginning will be ushered in by celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of the School. The best 
way to begin is to take time to remember. 
This sort of celebration of pride and 
achievement, of relationships and stories, 
can launch a new beginning in a powerful 
way, of a renewed sense of shared values 
and purpose.

Of course the prerequisite for any new 
beginning is that something has to come 
to an end. I don’t think any of us will mourn 
the end of this school year – it has been 
tough and we will be glad to see the back 
of it. We are thrilled that its ending heralds 
a new beginning. 

For me however, TMS’s new beginnings 
mark a significant ending, one full of 
melancholy and sadness. This is my last 
article in Going Beyond and this term is my 
last at TMS. Over the last six years, I have 
had the joy of working in a community that 
has welcomed me. I have had the honour of 

working with a team of teachers and staff 
who are utterly devoted to our students and 
we have together tried our best to constantly 
seek improvement at this School we all 
care for. I have appreciated the support of 
so many of our families who have rolled up 
their sleeves and partnered in the work that 
occurred over these last few years. It has 
been one of the joys of my life to be a part 
of this School. 

I wish all within the TMS Community the 
very best in all your new beginnings. I know 
that the coming years will be an amazing 
time for the School. And I know that at the 
centre of its work, no matter what, will be 
the constant desire to ensure that each child 
can say I Am Known.

David Young,  
Head of School 
TMS
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Thank You David Young!
David Young has guided and led our School for the last six years – integrating himself 
into the Community at all levels. We will miss his leadership, his stories, his accent 
and his unyielding love of TMS but wish him all the best on this new chapter for him 

and his family. Here are just a few messages from our TMS Community for David Young.

From the TMS Board Of Trustees  
(Past and Present)

David, I wish that I had been 
involved in selecting you as 
the Head of TMS but my term 
had ended. I am thankful that 
the Board had the wisdom and 
foresight to select you as Head. 
I got to know you very well 
through my connection with 
Phil Campione and when he told 
me that you were leaving, I was 
very sad since you were such a 
great addition to the TMS family. 
I wish you and your family well 
in your new position in British 
Columbia and I know that you 
will be a great success. All the 
best and may you and your 
family enjoy good health.

Thanks,

Michael N. Durisin 
Past TMS Board Trustee

It was March 6, 2015 and I remember it as if it were yesterday. Meeting David Young that day at his interview for the TMS Head of School position is so clear in my mind because we knew instantly that we had undoubtedly found our next Head! And after six years as our Head, he has proven to be the perfect fit for TMS. He brought to TMS impeccable leadership and a fresh long-term vision that has led to the construction of beautiful facilities that our community can be proud of for many years to come. With his passion and affable nature, he began the journey of building a strong sense of community at TMS internally and externally within the larger York Region community. Records were broken at TMS under his leadership: from achieving the best enrolment  and retention rates ever to the highest Capital Campaign results in our history. 
I feel honoured and fortunate to have worked with David on the TMS Board for six years. His professionalism, hard work, ethical values and natural leadership will be very much missed.

On behalf of the TMS Board and the McMillan family, we thank David for the amazing journey he has taken us on. Much as we are saddened and regret his departure from our community, we wish him the most wonderful experience at his new school and in British Columbia. He leaves behind a great legacy at TMS. 
Deborah McMillan 
Chair, TMS Board of Trustees
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While serving on the TMS Board of Trustees, 

I had the pleasure of working with David on 

the solar panel project. I am much impressed 

by his enthusiasm, diligence and efficiency.

David had cherished a vision for growing TMS 

in a green, sustainable direction, and made 

it well known in the community. A parent in 

the solar energy industry got the message and 

came up with an idea. David immediately saw 

to it and put it into action. He communicated 

with the Board, had discussions with the 

parent and me, and started a preliminary 

feasibility study. After the proposal was 

presented to and approved by the Board, 

David took ownership of the project himself 

and attended to every detail such as student 

safety, wiring issues, budget variances, and 

the educational benefits. We even visited the 

site of a completed project by the parent. Just 

imagine, you climb up a high and narrow iron 

ladder, get to the rooftop, and watch those 

magical panels that quietly turn sunlight into 

electricity, without emitting any pollution!

David’s passion was infectious. His 

announcement of the project struck a chord 

with parents who responded and made 

contributions to the project within a short 

period of time.

From start to finish, the solar panels were 

installed and put to use in under a year.  

Bowen Lew 
TMS Board Trustee

David,

Embracing something great, nurturing it, and leaving it greater for another to take even further; what a way to make the world a wonderful place!  On TMS 60th Anniversary, you leave us the gifts of integrity, hard work and unity. We will continue to build on TMS’s great history and the momentum of your contributions.  Thank you for leaving your mark on this exemplary institution.  
Yalda Riahi 
TMS Board Trustee

David, 

I have learned so much from you 
throughout the years watching you 
from the sidelines, shaping TMS with 
your vision. I truly admire your genuine 
passion to embolden children to take 
a chance in their journey. I will surely 
miss your Colin Cameron and Alexander 
Fleming stories, and of course, your 
warm Scottish accent. 

Lang may yer lum reek!

Thomas Lo 
Past TMS Board Trustee
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David, 
I am proud to have been on the search committee that selected you as our Head of School and privileged to have served on the TMS Board of Trustees, including time as Chair, during your tenure with TMS.  You have an ideal mix of humility, consensus building, caring and decisiveness that makes you a strong leader that we could all rally around and feel reassured that you are in charge.  All the best in your new adventure.  Greg Kanargelidis Former Chair, TMS Board of Trustees

David, 

I wish you the most success. It has 

been a real pleasure discussing 

the challenges and excitement of 

running a school with you. Though 

I run a business, and you a school, 

it has been endlessly exciting to 

learn from each other. Your great 

stories at each concert will be 
sorely missed! All the best, please 

keep in touch.

Joe Thacker 
TMS Board Trustee

Dear Mr. Young,
It is our honour to have had an opportunity to be part of the TMS Community during your time as the Head of School at TMS. You have been an integral part of the TMS Community over the past six years and it has been our pleasure to have been a part of this journey together. 

While it is with great sadness that your day-to-day relationship with the School is coming to an end, there is no doubt your legacy will continue for years to come.  The vision for the future of TMS and the evolution of the TMS expansion was driven by your inspiration.  It will continue to be inspired by you each step of the way!
At the Lower School grand opening, you made a comment during your speech. As you put it, we’re starting a new moment in our journey.  We were all inspired by your moving speech especially when you said that “the most precious of stories will be written, one chapter at a time”.  We truly believe in this. There will be no doubt that an additional chapter will be written celebrating your contributions to the continued success of TMS. 

Thank you for everything that you’ve accomplished and good luck to everything you will achieve in the future.
Oscar Wilde said it best - “Live! Live the wonderful life that is in you! Let nothing be lost upon you. Be always searching for new sensations. Be afraid of nothing.”
Life is filled with new opportunities. Embrace the moments you will encounter. No doubt you will offer your new community much inspiration and positivity, similar to what you provided to the TMS Community. 
Be well and stay safe. We look forward to hearing about your new chapter and the progress you make.  
Regards, 
The Luckie Family 
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From our Families

We would like to thank David for his 

time, energy and relentless commitment 

to helping TMS grow and prosper.

He has tenaciously worked to put into 

motion the plans of physically expanding 

and updating both the Lower and Upper 

School campuses.

Moreover, he continued to provide 

words of wisdom and insight to the TMS 

Community through his communications 

via his “Message from the Head of 

School”. David is passionate, sincere 

and always willing to listen. He made 

us feel like a TMS family.  He genuinely 

captured our attention while speaking, 

especially when he would often refer to 

his stories from his youth and growing 

up in Scotland…we will especially miss 

the stories of his dad.

He has been an exemplary leader who is 

very personable and approachable at all 

times with a genuine care for his students 

at TMS. He will be truly missed. David, 

we appreciate all your efforts and success 

at TMS. Good luck with the move!

Sincerely,

Marc and Enza Muzzo 

Dear David,

Thank you for shaping our school with 
your unique and sincere ability to connect 
so positively with all of us and for creating 
a safe and supportive environment for our 
girls.  You have made a wonderful difference 
at TMS and have always led with empathy, 
understanding, dedication and inspiration.

Although we will miss your presence at TMS, 
we know you will continue to make positive 
impacts and wish you lots of success and 
happiness in your next journey - thank you 
for your friendship!

Best regards,

Dr. Rudy and Meera Singh 
(and Sanam and Sonali)

In the last six years, one thing that stands out to our family is how present Mr. Young was to everyone.  His physical presence and availability to all had a significant impact on parents, students and staff.  It created a sense of connectedness and made us feel we were more than just another family.  We feel sincerely part of the TMS family!  His encouragement was contagious and enhanced the overall wellness of the school.  With our deepest sincerity, we wish Mr. Young the best of luck in his next adventure as he will be truly missed by us all!
The best of luck and with gratitude,
Anita, Tony (TMS ‘88), Ian, Justin and Wesley Hung
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Mr. Young,

THANK YOU!! These words are simply 
not enough to express our gratitude for 
all that you have done for our school 
over the last six years. You have been 
an excellent example of a true leader, 
all while providing our children with 
your unconditional love and support. 
We will be forever grateful and you will 
truly be missed. We wish you so much 
continued success! 

Mauro and Pia Galati

Dear Mr. Young,
Thank you for your wise and strong leadership and all your efforts for the fantastic changes that you have brought in to our school. We will greatly miss your words of encouragement and wisdom wrapped in your stories from school gatherings or hallway conversations, but your legacy will be always remembered.All our very best wishes are with you and your family,

Heyd family

Six years ago, my husband and I walked 

into your office, excited to meet the new 

Head of School and get a glimpse of 

what you had planned for the future of 

TMS. At that meeting, you blew us away 

with your leadership and your vision 

for the school. The plans you showed us 

were beyond anything we could have 

imagined for TMS and it was clear you 

knew what our school needed. We came 

away excited for our kids but, if we’re 

being honest, a little skeptical that 

you were going to accomplish it all. We 

should have never doubted you because 

here we are today, benefitting from your 

foresight. What you have done at TMS is 

significant and your mark at the school 

will be celebrated for years. We know the 

work you started is not complete but the 

foundation you leave behind is solid and 

will continue to flourish. You have made 

us proud to say our kids go to TMS!

Now as you embark on your new 
opportunity, we want to thank you 

for your leadership throughout the 

past six years and especially over the 

past year during a challenging global 

pandemic. We wish you and your family 

much success on your new adventure! 

St. George’s School is lucky to have you! 

Sincerely,

The Cheung Family  
Eddy, Cheryl, Colin, 
Elodie and Cadence
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From TMS Staff

David’s love of metaphors is well known 
and he is a master storyteller. His stories 
have captivated our TMS Community 
and his use of words brings a story to life. 
Each one of us could relay a story that 
struck a particular chord. One that I 
remember with great clarity is when he 
spoke at an Upper School Arts Night to 
the TMS Community of parents, students 
and staff. In his speech, he referenced 
his beloved Scotland and went on to 
describe the castles. He then took us 
further into the castles and his words 
painted the scene of old walls and, more 
importantly, described the tapestries 
that covered the walls, tapestries that 
were as old as the castles, made by 
hand many centuries ago. The audience 
was transported to Scotland, and 
were looking closely at the detailed 
handcrafted tapestry-covered walls.  

David then described what the typical 
back of the tapestry would consist of - 
looping threads and knots, and certainly 
not like the polished, embroidered 
scene at the front. Deftly, he connected 
what the audience had seen at the 
Arts Night - polished performances. 
He then reminded us to look behind the 
tapestry to see the work that led to the 
polished performances witnessed by the 
audience.  Knots and looping threads 
translated to the sweat and hard work 
of all students and teachers. In that one 
sentence, David managed to encapsulate 
the angst and hard work that goes into 
any production with a simple illustration 
which has stayed with me.

Sheila Thomas 
Head, Upper School

David Young is an amazing story teller, 
in person and in print.  I love listening 
to his descriptive anecdotes that always 
include a special message or lesson.  
His Scottish accent and use of beautiful 
vocabulary helps to make these stories 
even more riveting.  One of my fondest 
memories of David is from our first Lower 
School Assembly together. He was 
telling a story about his childhood in 
Bangladesh and his interaction with a 
large snake. The interaction was not very 
positive for the snake ...  The children in 
the audience were in awe of this story, 
but my eyes widened as he described 
his encounter in exquisite detail.  
David could see the look on my face and 
afterwards we had a great chuckle as 
Montessori focuses on being kind to all 
living creatures and his first interaction 
with the children was to describe his 
adeptness in the art of ‘snake hunting’ 
with vim and vigor. We will all miss 
David’s stories and hope the students, 
families and staff at St. George’s 
appreciate them as much as we have 
in our community. 

I wish David Young all the best in 
Vancouver!  I look forward to staying 
in touch and hearing many stories in 
the future.

Carolyn Reid 
Head, Toddler and Children’s House
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David,

I will miss your Scottish witticisms, 

your ability to make us laugh even in 

those challenging moments, your wise 

guidance and mentorship. I have fond 

memories of our mutual keenness for 

the English language and the many times 

spent sharing laughter, weekly words, 

stories, insights about what matters 

most of all and, of course, chocolate! 

Although I never understood your sports 

metaphors and had to remind you that 

a cookie is not a biscuit on more than 

one occasion, we navigated an incredible 

learning journey together over the past 

six years. 

Your impact on our students, parents, 

staff and faculty will remain long after 

your departure. Know that we will ‘keep 

the heid’ as we embrace your teachings 

and celebrate your legacy.  Good luck at 

SGS –I hope they know you’re ‘pure dead 

brilliant.’

Haste Ye Back!

Rachel Marks 
Head, Elementary

David, 
Thank you for such inspired and dedicated leadership. You leave TMS having made a highly significant impact in the School’s history. We know you will continue in a similar vein out west, and wish you the best in this next chapter of your journey. 

Peter Hill 
Assistant Head, Upper School 

Thank you for all of your work for 
TMS and with me over the last six 
years. TMS has flourished under your 
leadership and I know you leave us in a 
great position to take the next steps in 
the evolution of the School. We will miss 
the banter but most of all we will miss 
you.  I wish you the very best at your new 
school and hope that you stay in touch. 
Cheers!

Blaine Seamone 
Director, Teaching & Learning
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Significant, 
That’s what you are 
Significant, 
Though near or far 
Like a voice of care that sings to me 
How the space you built refreshes me 
Never before has someone been known as 

Significant in every way 
And forever more, that’s how you’ll stay 

That’s why David, it’s incredible 
That someone so unforgettable 
Thinks that TMS is significant too 
Best wishes to you David, 

Nancy Coyle 
Director, Toronto Montessori Institute 
(with apologies to Nat King Cole and 
Irving Gordon)

Hi David,

TMS has benefitted tremendously from 

your leadership, vision and passion 

for the environment. Your gift for 

story telling is right up there with our 

mutually admired writer Stuart Mclean. 

All the best to you and your family as you 

embark on a new adventure out West.

Take care,

Richard Martin 
Director, Facilities

Dear David,
As both a TMS parent and staff member, I can confidently say that you have added some great chapters to the TMS story and you will definitely be missed. The School has grown and excelled under your leadership and you have positioned us well for the future. 

One thing we all missed out on was the chance to see you play soccer in the “TMS Community vs. TMS Staff” game - we may have actually finally won! TMS is fortunate to have been part of your story from the soccer pitches in Edinburgh, across the globe, and now to your next stop in Vancouver. 
Keep in touch. You will always be known at TMS. Best wishes to you and your family!

Rakesh Tripathi 
Director of Alumni and Community Engagement

David, wishing you the best as you head 
towards your new posting in the West. 
I can’t thank you enough for bringing 
me into TMS and allowing me the 
opportunity to help the School progress 
forward towards its long-term goals. 
You have shown me what caring and 
empathetic leadership looks like, one 
that puts the needs of staff and students 
at the forefront. Hopefully our paths (or 
Zoom calls) will cross in the near future. 
With sincere thanks.
Vince Haines 
Chief Administrative Officer
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David,

It has been a pleasure to work alongside 
you for the last (nearly) 3 years. I have 
endlessly enjoyed your positivity, your 
support for creative endeavours, and 
your sense of humour in the times we 
needed it most. You are always ‘all-in’ 
on projects for our School, even if it 
meant participating in things far, far, 
outside of your comfort zone. Thank you 
for your leadership and encouragement 
for finding the projects that ‘bring us joy’.  
With any luck, we’ll cross paths again 
in this small world. 

Beannachd Leat,

Dionne Malcolm 
Director, Strategic Communications 
and Marketing

Dear David,

Congratulations on the new position 
at St. George’s – they are lucky to 
have you. I have fond memories of our 
shared five years at TMS with the two 
of us really trying hard to understand 
the financials and checking each 
other’s math. Definitely we are both 
more right-brained which led to some 
robust conversations about messaging, 
track changes, images and creative 
interpretations. “Whilst” we agreed to 
disagree about the prowess of certain 
European soccer players and Scottish 
pop bands, we found much common 
ground on which to move forward 
our strategic work. Enjoy your new 
adventures in Vancouver and appreciate 
that you won’t likely have to make the 
call on snow days! 
Thank you for your support, ideas, 
stories, guidance and encouragement. 
Many at your new school will benefit 
from the same. 
Kirsten Eastwood 
Executive Director,  
Community Development

David,

TMS has definitely grown under your 

leadership. Wishing you all the best as 

you move forward to new opportunities 

ahead.

Silvana Fazzari 
Director, Enrolment Management

HAVE YOUR OWN 
MESSAGE TO SHARE 
WITH MR. YOUNG?

Please visit https://www.tmsschool.
ca/parent/messages-for-mr-young 
and add a message from you or your 

family that we will compile and share 
with him in a book. We will collect 

messages until Friday, May 28, 2021.

Share your message now
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Thank you to all our Mentors and Mentees 
that participated in our 2021 virtual Alumni 
Speed Mentoring Event on April 28th!  
Here’s what our participants had to say 
about the event ...

061961•2021
CELEBRATE•INSPIRE•ASPIRE

TMS

“Thank you so much for this 
amazing opportunity! It went 
great and I took in a lot of 
helpful career advice and 
points from these mentors.”

“Thank you for the opportunity 
to be a part of the program. 
I would have loved to have this 
type of support while I was at 
school to help shape my 
thinking and future path.”

Missed the Alumni Speed 
Mentoring Event? No problem!

You can join our TMS Alumni 
Network as a student, alumnus, 

alumna, or parent and find 
out about future events and 

opportunities!

JOIN THE TMS
ALUMNI NETWORK

TMSALUMNI.CA

061961•2021
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TMS

TMS ALUMNI SPEED 
MENTORING EVENT

THANK YOU

https://tmsalumni.ca/


The TMS Titan Fund will support one or more 
key, Significant, priorities at our School that 
will be defined each year, as well as new and 
emerging opportunities throughout the year.  
The Fund will help to continue our growth as 
a leading independent school.

While tuition fees fund the 
day-to-day operations of 
our School, your support 
of The TMS Titan Fund 
provides us with the 
ability to invest in 
advanced upgrades 
and new project and 
program opportunities 
of benefit to our 
students, as they arise.

With your generous support to 
establish The TMS Titan Fund, we 
can launch these Significant and 
timely projects that will benefit 

students across our School.
 

Make your gift 
online today!

2020/2021 TITAN FUND PRIORITIES
 

For 2020/2021, the TMS Titan Fund will 
focus on these priorities:

Expanding our Campuses

Enhancing Vibrant 
Classrooms and Hallways

Supporting Outdoor Learning 
and Sustainability

New and Emerging Investments 
in Learning

DONATE 
TODAY

tmsschool.ca > Parent Portal > Annual Giving

90%

OUR
GOAL

WE ARE OVER 
90% OF THE WAY 
TO REACHING 
OUR GOAL! 

YOUR GIFT CAN HELP 
ESTABLISH THE TMS TITAN 
FUND AND BUILD A LEGACY 
FOR OUR SCHOOL!

THE TMS

FUND

https://www.tmsschool.ca/parent/giving-back/tms-titan-fund
https://www.tmsschool.ca/parent/giving-back/tms-titan-fund


Academics 
in Action
Learning Updates 
from every Level 

TMS students have been 
incredibly busy these last two 
terms, involved in projects 
spanning the academic 
continuum. From languages, 
to science, to design, to math, 
at every level our students 
showcase their creativity, 
innovation, and unique view 
of the world.  Here are just a 
few updates from each level 
of our School.

Toddler/Children’s House
At TMS, we realize the many advantages to 
cooking, food preparation and baking, and 
we incorporate it regularly into our Toddler 
and Children’s House programs. One of 
the greatest advantages is the enormous 
sense of achievement and independence 
that our students experience. They gain 
an appreciation for group work and 
their leadership skills are applied while 
completing tasks with their classmates.

Through cooking, students also learn to 
participate in household chores and gain 
an appreciation of the amount of work 
that goes into preparing meals for the 
family. Our Toddlers develop their fine 
motor skills, experience various tastes 
and textures, experience sequences in an 
activity and enjoy the fruits of their labour.
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Cooking with students in the 
classroom is also a fantastic way 
to take what they have learned 
and apply it to the real world. 
Many subjects lend themselves well 
to a classroom cooking activity – 
science, math, reading, following 
directions, health and nutrition to 
name a few.

In Children’s House, the students 
read the recipe, measure and count 
the ingredients, develop their fine 
and gross motor skills cracking eggs, 
pouring liquids and stirring batter, 
and observe chemical reactions 
such as changes between solids and 
liquids. In addition, they take turns 
and work together harmoniously for 
a common goal, baking things like 
bread, cookies and pancakes. Lastly, 
cooking gives us an opportunity to 
introduce foods from other countries. 
This leads to further discussions 
about different cultures and expands 
our understanding of the world.
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Elementary
Students in the Elementary program demonstrated 
on-going creativity, engagement and joy in their 
learning as they navigated the virtual and in-class 
environments over the past two terms.

Lower Elementary
In Lower Elementary, students enjoyed creating 
timeline projects which highlighted their 
extensive knowledge of plants and animals. 
This work provided the opportunity for students 
to express their creativity and imagination while 
enhancing digital literacy skills. Some were 
motivated to incorporate sound into their work, 
while others conveyed animal feeding behaviour 
using an impressionistic style of painting.

Timeline Project Sample 1

Timeline Project Sample 2 and 3
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Upper Elementary
In Upper Elementary, students 
applied their science knowledge 
and skills to a fun and engaging 
construction challenge. Using only 
paper and tape, students designed 
and built a free-standing structure 
that could withstand the force of 
gravity and support a large number 
of books. A great deal of squeals and 
laughter could be heard as students 
realized that their innovative and 
imaginative paper structures could 
support such a large quantity of 
books!

“It was wonderful to see students 
experimenting creatively with a 
variety of building materials at home,” 
said Mrs. Ng-Willis. “Each structure 
was unique in design and shape. As 
a teacher, I was touched by the way 
students encouraged and supported 
each other when faced with obstacles 
during the challenge. There was a 
real feeling of collaboration, group 
achievement and community!”

“The structure 
I made was a 

rectangular based 
box. The shapes I 

used were cylinders 
and rectangles. 
My plan was to 

make a pyramid 
but my triangles 

weren’t equal so I 
made a rectangular 

based box.”
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Upper School
Students at the Upper School have showed incredible creativity in multiple languages over the last 
two terms, creating projects they have worked on across in-person and online classes. 

Grade 9 Ecosystems Stop Motion Animation IDU Unit
Our students are continually faced with an ever-increasing amount of media through television 
and film. Simultaneously, they are living in a world that is going through some dramatic 
environmental changes. The Grade 9 Inter-disciplinary (IDU) project is about giving the 
opportunity to our students to engage in building a media presentation that exhibits their 
knowledge on a specific environmental issue.  

This year, the students set out to make a stop motion animation that tackles an issue of the 
environment that they have chosen. They learn skills in researching and planning, developing and 
reflecting on their projects as the IDU culminates in a public sharing of their stop motion animation 
with the rest of their class. In Design class, students utilized the Design Cycle to create their videos, 
while learning industry standard production approaches.

Stop Motion Video 
Project Sample from 

Jonathon L., Aurora Y. 
and Sophia P. in Grade 9
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Some students faced research challenges, 
production issues, group cohesion imbalances 
and other technical glitches. It is a several 
months-long project that requires students to 
show passion, persistence and perseverance, 
while working collaboratively. 

“In the process of creating this video, I really 
enjoyed working collaboratively with my peers 
in this project. This opportunity allowed me 
to understand my peers and what they are 
skilled at. Knowing each person’s strengths 
and weaknesses allowed the group to evenly 
distribute jobs and tasks that we were strong 
at. I also enjoyed communicating with my peers 
as communication is a very important aspect 
to great teamwork. Lots of conversations back 
and forth led to a successful video being made in 
this project,” said Jonathan L., a Grade 9 student   
whose work is featured with other members 
of his group.

“The main challenge that I encountered during 
this project was that I had little to no knowledge 
about stop motion production and filming 
and editing knowledge. I felt that this project 
created many challenges and obstacles in these 
aspects. For example, using the iMovie software 
to combine all the sounds and audio together 
was one specific challenge as not everything 
we recorded was perfect. Using this software, 
I had to incorporate editing skills that I have 
learned and put those skills to good use. 
As I have been focusing on the editing aspect 
in this project, I have learned all the editing 
skills and steps to planning for the production 
(storyboards, script).”

Check out some of examples 
of the Grade 9 IDUs here:

Ava L. and Amber B.

Jonathan L., Aurora Y. and Sophia P. 

Stop Motion Video Project 
Sample from Ava L. and 
Amber B. in Grade 9 19

https://youtu.be/dC83N2rZ7p0
https://youtu.be/lROLX75VsjM


Upper School French

Grade 7 Song Writing
In Unit 2, the Grade 7s explored the world of 
hobbies and French music. In their final task, 
students shared their personal and cultural 
expression by creating original songs in 
French! While some were reluctant to sing 
in French, many were open-minded and took 
a risk in trying something new and getting  
out of their comfort zone. The final product, 
a recorded song in French, demonstrated the 
students’ understanding of the characteristics 
of a song (ex. verse, chorus, melody, etc.), their 
application of the grammar and vocabulary 
studied in Unit 2 (relating to hobbies), and 
their ability to articulate their words and 
show expression in their voice.  

Said one student “I liked this project because it 
was super fun and also made all of us step out 
of our comfort zone. I don’t normally sing with 
others, especially in French, so I think that this 
experience really helped me be braver and I was 
able to do it”.

Grade 7 Song Sample:

Grade 9: “Provocateur” à TMS
It cannot be denied that the media is more 
relevant than ever, particularly in the age 
of Covid-19. In their second unit, Grade 9 
students gained critical literacy skills through 
the study of francophone media as well as a 
greater understanding of their own media 
consumption through investigation and 
analysis. As part of their work on this unit, 
students were placed in groups to create 
their own news report. Each of them chose 
a sub-section (e.g. local news, science and 
technology, entertainment, sports, etc.) 
and wrote their own script. They then had to 
record themselves reporting on their chosen 
topic as if they were a professional journalist. 
Many were very creative and the results were 
phenomenal!

“I really enjoyed this recent video assignment,” 
said a Grade 9 student.  “I got to pick my own 
topic and discuss things that I found interesting.  
That made the assignment really entertaining”. 

Said another, “I learned more about the world in 
this unit because I don’t really ever look at the 
news. This unit gave me the opportunity to read 
the news and be more educated about different 
events happening in different parts of the world. 
I not only learned about my own topic, but I 
got to be more informed by other groups’ news 
reports and listening to what they were talking 
about as well”.
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CHATTER MATTERS: 
An MYP Creation

It began as a Grade 10 Personal Project and 
MYP Prefect initiative, but it wasn’t long 
before ‘Chatter Matters’ – a website created 
by Grade 10 TMS student Sanam S. – grew into 
a platform to showcase the ambition of and 
opportunities for MYP students. 

“This platform connects students to each other, 
provides a way for students to learn from one 
another, and highlights the importance of the 
4 TMS Pillars (arts, athletics, academics, and 
citizenship) with the hope of making a lasting 
and sustainable difference for everyone,” said 
Sanam. “My hope is that each student finds 
content to support their personal growth, 
excellence and engagement in their area of 
passion as they develop character and success 
by learning from each other”.

The website features video interviews 
and guest columnists (each highlighting 
one of the 4 Pillars), and shares volunteer/
citizenship opportunities for MYP students, 
and opportunities to contribute and share 
within the site.

This has been an ambitious and ongoing 
project for Sanam to launch and build, and 
through it, she has learned a great deal. 
“I have learned that a meaningful initiative 
requires focus, dedication and a desire to 
succeed. Grade 10 is my last year in the MYP 
program and carries a lot of workload and 
weight. Citizenship is a big part of me and, 
although a large part of my attention is on 
academics, I have been able to sustain and grow 
this site because of my dedication to ensuring 
the success of the MYP student body and our 
journey at the Upper School. I am also fortunate 
to have seen how grace, courtesy and respect 
are so critical in students building relationships 
within the MYP program”

Chatter Matters is updated frequently and 
regularly makes calls for submissions so 
check it out HERE:

https://sites.google.com/ga.tmsschool.ca/
the4pillars/home
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Samiya Arshad
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “Step out of the 
history that is holding you back. Step 
into the new story you are willing to 

create.” - Oprah Winfrey
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Basketball Team
Advice to my younger self: 
Don’t judge yourself for any 

mistakes you make from here 
onwards. They are only meant to 
guide you on the right path, and 

even though there might be some 
bumps in the road in your future, 

always remember that you are 
surrounded by people who want to 
see you do better and will be there 

to support you.

Brianna Ayala Silva
Started at TMS: Toddler Program

Favourite Quote: “Around here, 
however, we don’t look backwards for 
very long.  We keep moving forward, 
opening up new doors and doing new 

things, because we’re curious and 
curiosity keeps leading us down a 

new path.” - Walt Disney
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Basketball Team (Since Grade 7)
Advice for my younger self: 

Do what makes you happy and don’t 
listen to the negative comments.

Kylee Ayala-Samaniego
Started at TMS: Children’s House
Favourite Quote: “You have brains 
in your head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself in any 

direction you choose. You’re on your 
own. And you know what you know. 
And YOU are the one who’ll decide 

where to go.” - Dr. Seuss
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Basketball and Volleyball Teams
Advice for my younger self: 

Try your best and don’t follow what 
everyone else does to be your own 

person.

Celebrating 
the Class of 2021

As spring unfolds, we are focused on the end of the Academic Year and begin our 
celebrations of the newest TMS Grade 12 Graduates! The Class of 2021 has experienced 

a year like no other and has shown their resilience and positivity over and over again.  
We celebrate our 42 Graduates and congratulate them on their perseverance and wish them 

great success as they begin to prepare for their next chapter in academics and in life.

Meet the Class of 2021
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Ariz Babul
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look 

around once in a while, you could 
miss it.” - Ferris Bueller

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Integrated Arts with Mr. Marlès and 
Mr. Budd and Grade 10 Math with 

Mr. Adams.
Advice for my younger self: 

Bet on Leicester City to win the 
Premier League in 2016.

Natasha Blough
Started at TMS: Toddler Program

Favourite Quote:  
“If you can dream it, you can do it.”  

- Walt Disney
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Grade 12 Visual Arts 
My hopes for the future: 

My hope for the future is that I will 
succeed and be happy with what I 

chose to do in life. 

Jeff Cheung
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Favourite Quote:  
“Great things are done by a series 
of small things brought together” 

- Vincent Van Gogh
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Student Council / Ambassadors / 
DECA

Natasha D’Souza
Started at TMS: Grade 7

Favourite Quote: “Do not go 
gentle into that good night. Rage, 

rage against the dying of the light.” 
– Dylan Thomas

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Grade 10 Design, English class, 

and TMS Band
My hopes for the future: 

I hope that I am able to pursue 
the career I want, and program I 

am deeply interested in at school.  
I want to study abroad for a while 
to better understand the feeling 

of living in other countries. 

Tiana De Cotiis
Started at TMS: Grade 2

Favourite Quote: “When we speak 
we are afraid our words will not be 
heard or welcomed. But when we 

are silent, we are still afraid. So it is 
better to speak.” - Audre Lorde
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Basketball, Volleyball and Ultimate 
Frisbee because I loved hanging out 

with my friends and coaches
Advice for my younger self: 

Trust the process.  You’re not going 
to be able to control everything in 
life so don’t try to. It’s okay to take 

breaks but please learn how to 
manage your time (because I didn’t 

and it was hard).  

Roohi Devje
Started at TMS: Grade 7
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Arian Ebrahimian
Started at TMS: Grade 11

Favourite Quote: “Nothing is 
IMPOSSIBLE. The word itself says ‘I’M 

POSSIBLE!’” – Audrey Hepburn
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Intramurals
My expectations for university: 

I expect university to be easier than 
the DP program at TMS, a least the 
first two terms. At TMS I learned a 
lot and lots of my skills improved 

thanks to my teachers.

Alya Fancy
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “The best way to 
predict your future is to create it” 

– Abraham Lincoln
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

My favourite team was Senior Girls 
Field Hockey. My favourite class was 

Biology or Spanish.
My expectations for university: 

My expectations of university 
are that it will be full of exciting 

opportunities and experiences that 
will be unique and memorable.

Amna Hassan
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “Falling down is 
a part of life. But getting back up? 
That’s called living.” – Anonymous 

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Chemistry with Mr. Reynolds.
Advice for my younger self: 

You really didn’t need to stress out 
that much. We made it anyway.

Robert He
Started at TMS: Grade 8

Sofia Ierullo
Started at TMS: Children’s House
Favourite Quote: “Always believe 
something wonderful is about to 

happen” – Anonymous 
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
I have loved being a part of DP 

Visual Arts because I love being 
creative and making art that makes 

a statement. I also loved being a 
part of the basketball and volleyball 

teams since Grade 7.
My expectations for university: 

I hope to go to university to become 
a nurse or a doctor. I want to 

meet new people and build new 
relationships. I want to have fun and 
start living the life I want for myself.

Arman Jamal
Started at TMS: Toddler Program
Favourite Quote: “Count your age 
by friends, not years. Count your life 
by smiles not tears.” - John Lennon

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Class: Math, Teams: Basketball 

and Volleyball
Advice for my younger self: 

Focus on yourself, and everything 
else falls into place.
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Cassandra Ko
Started at TMS: Toddler Program

Favourite Quote: “Painting is 
another way of keeping a diary”. 

– Pablo Picasso
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Girls Basketball team and Grade 11 
DP Visual Arts class.

My hopes for the future: 
To develop more skills in the arts 

through digital mediums and work 
in a career that I enjoy.

Kirill Konach
Started at TMS: Children’s House
Favourite Quote: “Pitter-patter, 

let’s get at ‘er.” - Letterkenny
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Red Cross and Intramurals
Advice for my younger self: 

Enjoy every second of life because 
life is short.

Ajay Kumeta
Started at TMS: Grade 8

Favourite Quote: 
“Don’t Drink and Derive” - Serroul

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
HL Math

Advice for my younger self: 
Working hard beats talent 100% 

of the time.

Isabella Li
Started at TMS: Grade 10

Favourite Quote:   
“I dream. Sometimes I think that’s 

the only right thing to do.”  
- Haruki Murakami

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
I love Math class and Art Club.

My expectations for university: 
I hope I can grasp new knowledge 

and make new friends.

Mutian Liu

Nancy Ma
Started at TMS: Grade 10

Favourite Quote:  
“The higher we soar, the smaller we 

appear to those who cannot fly”.  
– Friedrich Nietzsche

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
My favourite club at TMS is the 
acapella club that I attended in 

Grade 10 and 11. As a club we had 
fun   practicing different songs, and 
I enjoyed every performance we did 

at the winter and spring concerts. 
I developed skills attending this club, 

and I would also like to continue 
attending an acapella club or a choir 

in university if there are any.
My expectations for university: 
Since I chose to study life sciences 

in university, I think my future 
studies will definitely be challenging 
because studying biology, chemistry, 

math and other subjects will not 
be easy. I will also need to search 

for research opportunities and 
co-op experiences to ensure I am 

competitive enough after four years 
of study. I will try my best to get used 

to the university environment, and 
make my university life full of good 

memories.

Started at TMS: Grade 9
Favourite Quote: 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” - Martin Luther King

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
HL Math

Advice for my younger self: 
Making extensive preparations before tests 

is generally a good idea.
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Diana Madinei
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “We cannot 
become what we want by remaining 

what we are”. – Max Dupree
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Wellness week was my favourite 
event.  My favourite class was 

Writers Craft.
Advice for my younger self: 

There is always someone being 
challenged in IB. It is ok. It is 

normal.

Kabir Malik
Started at TMS: Grade 10

Favourite Quote: “I’m like an 
elephant, OK? If I walk into a room, 

it’s like, OK, he’s in there.”  
– Aziz Ansari.

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Favourite Club: Reach for the Top.  

Favourite course: HL Math
Advice for my younger self: 

The IB isn’t that bad if you plan 
things out and actually start early. 

Finish your EE/TOK/IAs early - the 
IB is feared because of its reputation 

but it really isn’t too horrible.

Chloe McMillan
Started at TMS: Children’s House 

Favourite Quote:  
“If you can dream it, you can do it”  

- Walt Disney
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

TOK, Ecuador service trip, DECA 
student leaders.

What’s one lesson I learned 
at TMS?  Perseverance.

Rohan Misra
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote: “I live for the 
nights that I can’t remember with the 

people that I won’t forget.” -Drake
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Ultimate Frisbee Team and 
Student Council

Advice for my younger self: 
It’s up to you to make the most of 
your life. Live within your means, 
enjoy your time at TMS because 

it’ll be over sooner than you think. 
Spend time getting to know your 

teachers for the people they are at 
heart and spend as much time as 

you can trying to better the lives and 
experiences of those around you. 

Don’t expect anything in return and 
just do it because that’s the person 
you are. You’ll do great. I believe in 

you! When times get tough don’t box 
yourself in and seek and embrace 

the support of your peers and 
mentors because they’ll help you the 
most. Aim for success but don’t beat 
yourself down trying to be perfect. 

Sohail Mohit
Started at TMS: Grade 2

Favourite Quote: “If you’re so 
… smart...Why are you so small?” 

- Dom Mazetti
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

U20 Basketball (Grade 11) 
Advice for my younger self: 

Relax and take a deep breath at 
times; take life easy sometimes. 

For example, when I was stressing 
out about what colour go-cart 
I was going to use at Canada’s 
Wonderland I should have just 

relaxed and realized that it is not 
worth my time to stress.

Naveen Nath
Started at TMS: Toddler Program

Favourite Quote: “I only run 
if something’s chasing me, and 

even then it’s a mildly fast walk.” 
– Unknown.

Favourite Class/Club/Team:  
TMS Band, Reach for the Top

My expectations for university: 
Hopefully university will be a fun 

experience.
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Daniella Nguyen
Started at TMS: Children’s House
Favourite Quote: “First thought, 

best thought” - Allen Ginsberg
Favourite Class/Club/Team:  

Senior girls field hockey and senior 
badminton teams.

My hopes for the future: 
I hope to keep a close relationship 

with my friends at TMS.

Christian Niem
Started at TMS: Children’s House
Favourite Quote: “I choose a lazy 
person to do a hard job. Because a 

lazy person will find an easy way to 
do it.” - Bill Gates

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Integrated Arts

My hopes for the future: 
I hope to become a lawyer and to 
be successful – that’s all though, 

I don’t wish to change the world or 
anything along those lines.  I only 

want to enjoy what I’m doing.

Hermann Pasha
Started at TMS: Grade 8

Favourite Quote: “No matter what 
happens in life, be good to people. 

Being good to people is a wonderful 
legacy to leave behind.”  

- Taylor Swift
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Reach For The Top 
Advice for my younger self: 

Change is good.

Humza Qureshy
Started at TMS: Grade 9

Favourite Quote:  
“Everything negative – pressure, 
challenges - is all an opportunity 

to rise” - Kobe Bryant
Favourite Class/Club/Team:  

Volleyball and Basketball teams
Advice for my younger self: 

Work on your strengths,  ask for 
help when you need it and enjoy 

times with your friends and family.

Qaahir Rahemtulla
Started at TMS: Toddler Program
Favourite Quote: “The people who 
are crazy enough to think that they 
can change the world are the ones 

who do” - Steve Jobs
Favourite Class/Club/Team:  

Class: Design/Math,  
Club: Reach For The Top, 
Team: Ultimate Frisbee

Advice for my younger self: 
The advice that I would give to my 
younger self is to worry less and 

live more. Every week there’s new 
problems, new work, new goals, 

new things to do, yet at the end of 
the day everything eventually gets 
done anyways. Whether it’s a big 

assignment or doing that homework 
you dread or studying for that test 

you’re scared about, eventually 
you will get yourself through it, so 
I really regret dedicating myself to 
this narrative that anything below 
an IB7 is below standards, because 
the truth is that isn’t a proper and 
realistic goal. Setting these lofty 
requirements for yourself ends 

up going bad, because either you 
make it and regret it in the future, 
or you don’t make it and regret it 
in the future. The truth is, I’m a 
good kid and a good student. At 

the end of the day, I’ll figure out a 
way, because that’s what I’m good 
at. Focus on keeping friends and 

making new ones. Focus on building 
new connections with your family. 
Focus on having fun, because the 

time to spend having fun doesn’t go 
up, it goes down. Enjoying life as a 
high school kid is one thing I might 

have missed out on a bit, and it’s the 
one thing I would change for myself. 
Worry less, live more, and have fun. 

Life will be okay.
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Rayan Reyhanian
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Favourite Quote:  
“Everything negative - pressure 

challenges - is all an opportunity 
to rise” - Kobe Bryant

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Basketball Teams

My expectations for university: 
I am excited to make new 

experiences, meet new friends, 
explore the newfound independence 

that comes with living full time on 
your own, and have all the fun that 

comes with university. 

Angelina Robichaud-Locilento
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Elisa Saeedzadeh
Started at TMS: Grade 2

Favourite Quote:  
“No pain no gain”. - Unknown
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Class: Math.  
Team: Senior Girls Volleyball 
Advice to my younger self: 

Take SL Bio and HL English instead. 

Neeka Safari
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Favourite Quote: “Sometimes 
you will never know the value of a 

moment, until it becomes a memory” 
– Dr. Seuss

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Field Hockey

My hopes for the future: 
My hope for the future is to be 

happy with wherever life has led 
me. I want to be happy with my 
career, family and friends. I also 

hope to make some sort of impact 
on the world before I leave. A goal 
of mine is to devote a few years to 

travelling and helping less fortunate 
communities across the globe. 

Hopefully, everything will work out. 

Rose Samadi
Started at TMS: Grade 7

Favourite Quote: “Life is not 
measured by the number of breaths 

we take, but by the moments that 
take our breath away.”  

– Maya Angelou
Favourite Class/Club/Team:  

TMS Social Justice Club
My hopes for the future: 

In the future, I aspire to be a part of 
a long-lasting friend group where 
we support, love and care for one 

another. In life, one may experience 
many disappointments, but having a 
friend group to motivate you to rise 

above and persevere is essential. 
They will be the ones who cry tears 

of happiness when you succeed, 
buy you a pint of French vanilla ice 

cream when you’re sad and stay 
up all night to encourage you to 

finish an assignment when you’re 
stressed. I believe that being a part 

of a supportive friend group will 
bring happiness and joy, changing 

anyone’s life for the better.

Hamed Seifollahi
Started at TMS: Grade 11

Favourite Quote: “A hero of a nation 
has no laws to break.” - Unknown

Favourite Class/Club/Team: 
Spanish with Mr. Budd and messing 

around with the guys around the 
campus.
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Ryan Thomas
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Favourite Quote: “Life is like a 
sandwich, either way you flip it, the 

bread comes first.” - Unknown
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Class: Grade 11/12 History. 
Team: Volleyball team 

Advice to my younger self: 
Stop taking things so seriously.

Wendy Wang
Started at TMS: Grade 8

Favourite Quote:  
“Adversity is the first path to truth.” 

– ‘Don Juan’ by Lord Byron
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Visual Art and English
What’s one lesson I learned 

at TMS? Make suitable 
decisions for myself. 

Michelle Yan
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Charlize Yao
Started at TMS: Children’s House

Favourite Quote: “If life gives 
you lemons, at least it gave you 

something” - Anonymous
Favourite Class/Club/Team: 

Justice League
My hopes for the future: 

To be happy.

Congratulations!
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Spring has 
Sprung!
How the TMS Community is 
celebrating the new season.

As April showers bring May flowers, 
TMS families are celebrating spring in 
a variety of ways!  Here are a few families 
that shared how they are ringing in spring!

Many TMS families celebrated the Persian New Year - a 2,000+ year old tradition called Nowruz 
- on Saturday, March 20th which marked the start of spring in the northern hemisphere.  

These celebration photos are from the Tiberini and Abhari Families. 
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Caring for plants and flowers (particularly 
tulips) is one way Kiana has been keeping 

busy and happy at home.

Aria has planted tomatoes, zucchini, 
rosemary, thyme, basil, lettuce, and kale 
in her little greenhouse (egg carton and 

salad box).

Declan has been enjoying cooking and 
baking in his free time this spring!
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Introducing 
Andrew 
Cross!

TMS New Head of School

This year, TMS welcomes Andrew Cross as our new Head of School. 
Joining us from the International School of Hamburg in Germany, 
Andrew brings a wealth of experience in education from around 
the world. Exploring this ‘new beginning’ for TMS, we got to know 
Andrew a bit better as we sat down for this Q&A interview.  

Q  Tell us about your journey to 
becoming Head of School at TMS?

Like many high school graduates, I had no clear 
idea of what I wanted to do with my life after 
finishing my studies, but a career in education 
was at least on my short list of possibilities. 
Enrolling in the concurrent teacher education 
program at Trent University, I quickly found 
myself back in the classroom as a student 
teacher, while also taking a full undergraduate 
course load. I was fortunate to have patient 
and supportive mentors guiding me in my 
teaching placements. Amazingly enough, one 
of those mentors was the TMS DP Coordinator, 
Ms. Hurley! It is quite incredible to realize 
that some 35 years later, as the incoming 
Head of School, “I Am Known” by someone at 
TMS whose influence and example inspired 
me along my career path as a young student 
teacher. 

While completing the final year of my teacher 
education program at Queen’s University in the 
early 1990s, I attended their annual overseas 
teachers’ recruitment fair, and that is how my 
career in education began. An independent 
school in Turkey took a chance and hired me 
to teach English and Drama. From there, my 
wife and I moved on to international schools 
in Venezuela, Belgium, Japan and Germany 
while raising three daughters along the way. 
My first senior leadership position was at a 
boys’ school in Tokyo, where I served for four 
years as the Middle School principal. In 2012, 
we moved to Germany where I have been the 
Head of School at the International School 
of Hamburg for the past five years, following 
four years in the role of Secondary Principal. 
I completed a Master’s degree in English 
literature at Queen’s and an MA in Education 
at Bath University in England, where I was 
introduced to the game of skittles (a British 
variation on nine-pin bowling). 
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One of my favourite memories of our overseas 
life is the year I coached a co-ed softball team. 
Despite almost none of the players ever having 
seen a softball before our first practice, we 
somehow won the tournament against all the 
odds. Our winners’ trophy still sits in a glass 
case in the PE department among all the other 
relics of long-ago seasons.

Q  What was it about TMS that made 
you want to pursue the role of Head 
of School here?

While my wife Lida and I were exploring a 
return to Canada with our youngest daughter, 
we noticed the Head of School advertisement 
on the CAIS website. As parents of a school-
aged child, we were immediately attracted 
by the phrase I Am Known. We found these 
words, and the values resting beneath them, 
deeply compelling as a vision for the kind 
of experience we wanted for our daughter. 
Another aspect that I found impressive was the 
number of projects and initiatives in progress 
across the school, all of them designed in 
different ways to further improve the quality 
of school life for students. It quickly became 
clear to me that TMS is a learning community 
with a commitment to being on the leading 
edge of independent schooling in Canada. 

From my first interview with the TMS Board 
of Trustees last November, to all my online 
meetings and conversations with David Young 
and the leadership team over the past few 
months, I’ve had a very personal experience of 
just what a “TMS welcome” entails. The school 
is justifiably proud of its achievements over 
the past 60 years but is also eager to build 
a vibrant and secure future.

The single most important factor in my decision 
to go forward with the application to TMS was 
the people I encountered during the hiring 
process. Even though all of these interactions 
were conducted online, the pride and affection 
for the school and its community were evident 
in every conversation. Mr. Young has given more 
than generously of his time, knowledge and 
experience to make this transition as smooth 
and collaborative as possible.  He leaves big 
shoes to fill.

Q  What are you excited about in 
regards to TMS? What do you see 
at opportunities for our School?

Where do I start? I’m excited to be a Titan 
again! My school in Tokyo was home to the 
Titans and had the same yellow and blue 
colours. When I see these colours and the 
team name again, it all feels very familiar. I am 
also excited about the strategic planning work 
the school is preparing to engage in. There 
are tremendous opportunities for reflection 
and thoughtful decision-making embedded 
in these processes. I’m excited to be working 
with a Board, leadership team, faculty and 
staff who are so committed to building on 
the achievements of recent years. 

There are many opportunities for TMS, 
including the building projects, growing 
demand for the school’s programs and 
services, record high retention rates for 
the coming school year, adjacent land 
development, continuing to build on our 
strong academic programs, and developing 
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our advancement initiatives. There will 
be challenges along the way, which is a 
natural part of the process of growth and 
development. At this point in time, none of us 
can be sure of what the coming school year will 
bring in terms of the pandemic, but we have all 
gained valuable experience over the past year. 
That experience, and the many learnings that 
have come with it, will probably be called upon 
again and I am confident that we will manage, 
and even thrive, whatever the circumstances.

Q  The theme of this issue is 
‘New Beginnings’.  What are you 
excited for in terms of this new 
beginning at TMS?

New Beginnings is such a great theme! After 
nine years in my current school, I’m excited 
about the fresh impressions and experiences 
that always come with being completely new 
to a place. The start of a school year is also a 
special kind of new beginning and I’m hoping 
to be able to greet new and returning families 
in person, as Covid-19 conditions allow, 
when school starts in September. The arrival 
of a new Head of School is another form 
of new beginning for a school community. 
At the same time, I am well aware that there 
is a tremendous amount of institutional 
knowledge and experience in a school like 
TMS. I will rely on those who have been part 
of the school for much longer than me to guide 
me in understanding its culture and building 
on its strong values and traditions as we move 
forward.

Q  What is your process to get to know 
a new School and Community?

For me, the most valuable way to get to know 
a new school community is to start to build 
individual relationships as early as possible. 
There is so much to be learned simply by 
listening to people sharing their stories 
and experiences of work, studies, and life. 

I’ve been grateful for the opportunities to 
meet David Young and the leadership team 
via online conversations, and I am really 
looking forward to doing the same with 
other members of the faculty and staff and, 
of course, with the students and parents at 
the appropriate time. Other useful resources 
have included last year’s TMS Yearbook which 
was included in a wonderful welcome package 
I received a few months ago. A yearbook 
provides some unique insights into a particular 
moment in time. I enjoyed going through the 
pages and seeing how the school remained 
a vibrant community despite the onset of 
the pandemic in the final quarter. Reading 
documents like the Annual Report, past 
issues of Going Beyond, and reading the 
testimonials of students and parents on the 
website all helped me to form a picture of the 
TMS Community. The more I read and heard, 
the more excited I felt to be making this move 
with my family.

Q  You and your family are moving 
back to Canada after being overseas 
for many years.  What things are 
you excited to do/see/experience 
(for yourself and your family) being 
back in Canada? What things did 
you miss about Canada and why?

We are looking forward to re-discovering some 
of the natural beauty of Canada, such as the 
changing autumn colours and experiencing a 
real Canadian winter after so many years away. 
My family and I have been missing some of the 
things that are uniquely Canadian, and near 
the top of the list would certainly be a 20-pack 
of Timbits! My daughter has played basketball 
on school teams, and we are hoping to be able 
to attend a few Raptors games once fans are 
allowed back into sporting venues. We were 
thrilled when they won the NBA championship 
in 2019 and will never forget Kawhi’s buzzer-
beater. I will be very happy when North 
American professional sports games are no 
longer taking place in the middle of the night 
where we live! 
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I spent part of my childhood in a small town 
with a pond behind our home. My brother and 
I would spend endless hours shoveling snow 
off the surface of the pond and then arguing 
about whose turn it was to cut a hole in the ice 
so that we could flood the surface. It would be 
hard to think of a more stereotypical Canadian 
upbringing, but I have really missed the chance 
to put on a pair of skates and head out onto 
a frozen lake on a winter day.

We are also looking forward to getting out in 
nature for long walks and it is good to know 
that there are so many opportunities to do so 
in southern Ontario. My father was a devoted 
hiker and, over a period of years, he walked 
the entire Bruce Trail which extends from 
the Niagara Region all the way to Tobermory 
on Georgian Bay. We often walked a section 
of the trail together, and I’m looking forward 
to exploring it again with my family so many 
years later.

Throughout our time living in other parts 
of the world, countless people we met 
commented on the warmth and friendliness of 
Canadians. I am personally looking forward to 
returning to a country where I am not the only 
one speaking to strangers about the weather.

Q  We are coming to the close of another 
Academic Year within the pandemic 
and facing the 2021/2022 Academic 
Year not really knowing what to expect.  
How do you stay positive and maintain 
your resilience in a situation like this?

There is no doubt that the pandemic has 
given us countless opportunities to become 
discouraged and anxious about our safety and 
that of our loved ones. Many families have 
been personally affected on a deep level, and 
for children and young people the feeling of 
isolation from teachers and peers has been 
heart-breaking to observe. So many special 
and cherished school events have had to be 
cancelled or moved online. Everyone has found 
different ways to maintain their well-being and 
resilience amidst the many challenges of life 
in a pandemic. One of the things that keeps me 
positive in my work environment is that I see 
teachers, counselors, support staff, principals 
and others doing incredible things every day 
to support their students. Many of these same 
individuals are themselves facing multiple 
stresses and challenges in their professional 
and family lives. Despite this, they are going 
beyond in so many ways, and it is truly 
inspiring to observe their heroic efforts. 

On a personal level, trying to stay as fit as 
possible by going on long walks has been a 
very good outlet in difficult times. I recently 
re-discovered my Fitbit in a drawer, and now 
I have a motivation to reach at least 10,000 
steps per day (I am not always successful, 
but it is a great target!).

Q  What advice do you have for students 
and families?

Students and families are going through really 
difficult times as online learning and working 
from home have created some challenging 
new realities for family life. If I could offer 
any advice from my own experience over the 
past year or more, it would be to take care 
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of your own well-being so that you can more 
effectively support your family and loved ones. 
During long periods of online learning and 
working from home, diet, sleep and exercise 
can all suffer. As much as possible, try to 
maintain the routines you followed before 
the pandemic. This is really important for 
our children and can involve small things like 
being fully dressed for the day at the start of 
the first online lesson, or having a proper sit-
down lunch rather than grazing by the laptop. 
Spending time together doing family activities 
is essential. This could be a nature walk after 
school two or three days a week, pulling out 
the board games that have been hiding in a 
cupboard, or anything else that preferably 
does not involve yet more screen time. The 
point is to stay connected, whatever that might 
look like in your family. Finally, be patient 
with yourselves and each other! Everyone is 
struggling in different ways, and perhaps we 
can remember the wise advice to “seek first 
to understand, then to be understood.” For 
the first time in history, we are experiencing 
a health crisis that has affected almost every 
corner of the world. We need more than ever 
to think in terms of “we” rather than “I” if 
we are going to emerge at the other end of 
this unprecedented period with our human 
connections intact and even strengthened.

Q  What are some things about you that 
the TMS community should know?

When we were living in Japan, I participated 
in a 100 km Oxfam fundraising walk through 
forests, hills and terraced tea plantations in 
a beautiful region called Hakone. My team of 
four completed the distance in 29 hours and 
2 minutes, wearing headlamps during the 
night to avoid rocks and tree roots. A month 
before the race, I twisted my knee, and during 
the night one of our team members suffered 
an ankle injury, but somehow we all made it 
across the finish line in the early afternoon of 
our second day. It was a great experience but 
I can think of slightly less strenuous team-

building exercises, particularly since our team 
leader understood that we were on a 100 km 
run!

I enjoy reading historical fiction and am 
working my way slowly through Ken Follett’s 
second trilogy at the moment. Books by 
political figures also interest me as I find that 
they offer a very ground-level view of some of 
the major events of our time as seen through 
the eyes of those who helped to shape those 
events. 

Baking is one of the ways I relax and re-charge 
whenever I have a bit of time. My favourite 
recipe is oatmeal cookies with shredded 
coconut and cranberries. I also play the tenor 
horn at a fairly basic level, but it is another way 
for me to unwind after a long day or week. 
I do realize that what is a relaxing pastime for 
me may have the opposite effect for the rest 
of the family, but our basement is fairly well 
soundproofed so I do not feel too badly. During 
my high school years I was a member of the 
school band, playing the euphonium, and that 
is where my interest in brass instruments 
began.
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Q  What words of advice would you give 
to our Class of 2021 as they embark 
on their own “new beginnings”?

These are unprecedented times to be a 
high school graduate heading out into the 
world. However, I am certain that this year’s 
graduates have developed the skills and 
attitudes needed to achieve success in the 
coming years. Equally important, the mission 
and values of TMS will ensure that the Class of 
2021 has the capacity to make a difference in 
the lives of others. There is an old axiom which 
reads, “From whom much has been given, 
much is expected.” An independent school 
education is a rare privilege in our world, and 
I am in no doubt that each of you will find ways 
in the years ahead to make someone else’s 
life just a little bit happier and more secure 
through your acts of kindness. I hope that you 
will not be too discouraged by the times you 
are living through. Even in periods of crisis 
and adversity, we can find many reasons for 
hope. The resilience you have had to develop 
over the past year or more will be a great asset 
as you prepare for the next stage of your life. 
My only words of advice would be to try to 
look beyond the next week or month and take 
a longer view of time. You have your whole 
lives ahead of you and, one day, the current 
period will be a distant memory, as hard as 
that is to imagine today.

Q  What are 5 words you would 
use to describe yourself?

Adaptable, energetic, open-minded, 
patient, talkative.

Q  What 5 words would others 
use to describe you?

Approachable, cheerful, even-tempered, 
optimistic, outgoing.

Andrew’s 

10 
Favourites

Favourite Colour: 
Purple

Favourite Food: 
Mushroom pizza

Favourite Song: 
“Black Velvet” by 

Alannah Myles

Favourite Book: 
“Pillars of the Earth” 

by Ken Follett

Favourite Animal: 
Elephant

Favourite Season: 
Autumn

Favourite Subject 
in School: 

English

Favourite 
Hobby or Sport: 

Football

Favourite Smell: 
Freshly baked bread

Favourite thing 
about being a head 

of School: 
Celebrating our 

students’ successes
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New 
Beginnings

Tips and tricks to try new things and get over 
our fears of the unknown.

A new food, a new sport, a new school, a new 
job – trying or starting something brand 
new can be daunting at any age. But, experts 
believe that each new thing we try can not 
only positively affect our minds, but also, 
our health! 

“When you [try something new] several things 
are going on. First of all, you are creating new 
synaptic connections with every new activity 
you engage in. These connections build on each 
other, increasing your neural activity, creating 
more connections to build on other connections,” 
says behavioural therapist Andrea Kuszewski.  
“New experiences trigger the release of 
dopamine, motivating us, which in turn leads 
to neurogenesis, or the creation of new neurons”. 
This stimulation of the brain ultimately leads 
to a happy body and better overall health.

Knowing this is great, but why are so many of 
us still nervous about trying new things? Some 
of it comes down to our mindset – do you have 
a ‘fixed mindset’ or a ‘growth mindset’? 

“If we have a fixed mindset, we may shy away 
from challenges because we do not want to feel 
embarrassed or humiliated in front of others - 
who does, right?! But this can be problematic 
because our fear of making mistakes can lead 
us to avoid challenges and new experiences,” 
says Tchiki Davis, Ph.D. “A growth mindset is 
simply the belief that our basic abilities can be 
developed and improved through dedication 
and hard work”.    
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How do we build and support a growth mindset 
in ourselves, and others? Here are a few tips:

Acknowledge and Embrace Imperfection
In ourselves, and in others.  None of us is perfect, and it’s good to 

acknowledge that. It’s also good to remind ourselves that ‘not yet’ is OK.  
Practice and time will lead to improvement and self-development.

Face your Challenges Bravely
Try reframing scary or serious challenges into ‘opportunities’.  Shift your 

perspective and make it easier to engage in the challenge as an ‘adventure’.

See Criticism as a Gift
Constructive criticism is simply another’s perspective that may have some 

valuable insights and suggestions for you.  Be open to hearing those suggestions 
and don’t take them as a personal attack.  Use them to grow. 

Value the Process Over the End Result
If you see the journey or the process of trying something new as your success, 

rather than the end result, every new adventure will be a positive one. 

Take Risks in the Company of Others
Try not to take yourself too seriously. Give yourself permission to make 

mistakes in front of others and use the opportunity to grow together with 
the support of colleagues or friends. 

“A growth mindset means one embraces challenges, persists 
in the face of setbacks, takes responsibility for their words 
and actions, and acknowledges that effort is the path toward 
mastery,” says Davis. Trying new things can feel daunting, 
but reframing how we think about new opportunities will 
benefit our minds, and our health, in the long run.

Sources:
15 Ways to Build a Growth Mindset 
– Psychology Today

Stop. Reflect. Try New Things  
– Forbes
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Students at TMS are often 
asked to try new things!  
Here are some tips to support 
your child/ren trying 
something new at every level. 

TODDLERS:
Toddlers typically do not show 
trepidation or fear trying new 
things. They are extremely 
resilient and will continue 
attempting a new skill until 
mastery. If we think of a child 
learning to walk, they stand up, 
wobble, and take a few steps, 
fall down and without hesitation 
get up to try again and again.  
TMS Toddlers walk the longest 
path each morning and afternoon 
from their family vehicle to the 
playground and back again.  
Along that journey they climb 
large boulders, navigate stairs, 
and balance on concrete edging.  
At times, they fall down and as 
long as we do not intervene they 
stand up, dust themself off and 
attempt the challenge again.  
“These actions offer the child the 
reassuring feeling ‘I can do it’ 
which is fundamental to building 
up a self-confident person” 
(Silvana Quattrocchi Montanaro 
1997). Give your Toddler room 
and space to try new things and 
continue to build on their existing 
confidence.

New Beginnings
Age and stage tips for trying new things.
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CHILDREN’S HOUSE:
The Children’s House teachers 
have been incorporating 
activities from The Big Life 
Journal this year to help children 
feel even more confident and 
competent. Activities from this 
program encourage the child 
to identify their own strengths.  
A simple writing of the phrase 
‘I can’ and then an ability; for 
example, ‘I can help to keep my 
classroom tidy’ acknowledges 
their strengths and reinforces 
the child’s pride in their actions.  
If your child is ever feeling down, 
work with them on some ‘I Can’ 
statements so they feel reassured 
in their abilities.

At this level we also start to build 
the ‘Growth Mindset’ - celebrating 
our successes and discussing the 
path to reach these milestones 
shows children that it sometimes 
takes time to be successful.  
One fun activity to continue to 
build this mindset is to discuss 
your “best failures”.  Ask everyone 
at the dinner table to share 
something they failed at that day.  
Empathize with each other and 
openly celebrate the combined 
learning that your family is 
achieving every day, despite 
setbacks and failures.  
(Confidence and Self Esteem Kit, 
Big Life Journal 2018).
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ELEMENTARY
By the Elementary level, students have more 
experience and some of those experiences 
haven’t been so good. Students can begin to 
develop fears due to things that didn’t go well 
in the past. It’s important that we continue 
to acknowledge and encourage Elementary-
aged students to keep trying new things. 
“When your child is trying something new, 
remind them that not getting it right the first 
time does not mean they have failed; it simply 
means that they have acquired the experience 
and opportunity for learning that will allow 
them to progress towards the desired outcome,” 
says Mrs. Martini, TMS Elementary Teacher.  
“Learning is an iterative process, and you can’t 
iterate without having the courage to make 
that first attempt”.  Parents can help children 
step out by encouraging them to name their 
worries, but also to name what might help 
them overcome their fears. Once students 
come up with a plan to overcome their fears, 
it’s important to let them do as much on their 
own as they can.

Mrs. Campolucci worked with her Grade 2 
students this year in trying something new, 
and working through their initial fear and 
frustration.  “This year, I worked with my 
Grade 2 students on how to use a Jamboard 
(a virtual whiteboard application) so we 
could all work collaboratively from home.  
At first it was extremely difficult since many 
students did not know how to join or use 
any of the tools on the board. Many students 
would get frustrated or upset when others 
accidentally erased their entries. I explained 
that this was a learning curve for all of us and 
that patience was the key. It was OK if they 
did not achieve success immediately. With 
lots of encouragement, repeated instructions, 
and many trials and errors, we finally reached 
a point where we were all on the Jamboard 
together working as a group. The many weeks 
of anxiety and struggle finally paid off.  Students 
learned that practice makes progress and that 
if you keep working on a specific skill, you will 
reach a level of comfort and achieve mastery”.
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UPPER SCHOOL
When students reach the Upper School, they 
have begun to discover activities or subjects 
at which they excel, and may start to limit 
themselves to only those things they are good 
at to avoid failure.  But they’re still young, and 
still have a lot to learn, both about the world 
and themselves. 

When tackling a new challenge, Ms. O’Brien 
suggests “Think of all the positives that will 
come out of the experience and focus on those 
things instead of on the potential negatives 
and the stress that can go along with those 
feelings. Think about the new skills you will 
learn, the new friends you will make and 
the new opportunities that may come out 
of it. Believe in the value of the experience”. 
Parents can support this by asking questions 
like “What do you wish you could try?” and 
then helping students come up with strategies 
to find space in life to start something new.

Mrs. McLean helps students to see new tasks 
or opportunities as small, manageable parts, 
rather than a daunting challenge. “Try to 
let the new thing be new without trying to 
make it something else.  Break it down into 
manageable parts to keep focused on the 
present.  Practice some voluntary discomfort 
so your fears will not be so intimidating”. 

For older students, encouraging them to 
continue to try new things will help them 
come up with the answer to some much bigger 
questions that can hopefully guide their lives: 
“Where would you like to spend your time? 
Where do you find your joy?”

Photo taken in 2019
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Celebrating 60 Years of TMS:

Alumni in Action
Throughout the 2021/2022 School Year, 
TMS will be celebrating our 60th Anniversary!  
Sixty-years of leading education, incredible 
programming, dedicated faculty and staff, and 
a history of accomplished students and alumni 
that continues today. 

Our alumni have gone on to achieve significant 
things throughout the years, but continue to hold 
a special place in their hearts for our School and 
the Community of which they are a big part. One 
way our Alumni have been helping TMS celebrate 
our 60th is  participating in our “60 Alumni in 
60 Seconds’ video series! Answering a variety 
of questions ranging from “Your favourite TMS 
Memory” to “What advice would you give to your 
younger self?”, we have been collecting videos 
from TMS Alumni located across the province, 
and the world!

Check Out Our ’60 Alumni 
In 60 Seconds’ Videos Here

Are you (or do you know a) TMS alumnus or alumna who wants to contribute? 
Contact Rakesh Tripathi, Director of Alumni and Community Relations at: 

rtripathi@tmsschool.ca to find out how!
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Teachers’ Picks

Six New Learning Tools 
We’re Excited About

1
Gratitude Journals 
Students in Children’s House 3 have had the opportunity 
this year to create a Gratitude Journal.  Guiding question 
cards help them to think about times they have felt grateful, 
ways in which they can show gratitude and relive positive 
moments for which they are thankful. Want to try this at 
home?  Check out ‘3 Minute Gratitude Journal for Kids: Daily 
Writing, Mindfulness and Happiness for Children’ HERE.

Michaella Caren , Children’s House

2 Little Renegades – Mindful Kids Cards
Our younger TMS students have had the opportunity to explore mindfulness through 
the Little Renegades ‘Mindful Kids Cards’ set.  These cards depict activities to “teach 
little ones how to unlock their own sense of 
stillness and wonder in the present moment”.  
The cards are “designed to empower young 
children with basic techniques like awareness, 
breathing, meditation, gratitude, and stretching 
to embolden their inherent capacity for calm, 
confidence, and joy available to them at all times.  
Check them out HERE.

Farzana Tejani, Children’s House

Flipgrid
Flipgrid is a platform to create and share short videos on a 
given topic that our Elementary students have started using.  
Students are able to respond/comment to their peers in an 
ongoing dialogue, either through video or text.  I’m excited 
for the students to use Flipgrid as a safe way for them to 
demonstrate/show their learning using another platform.  
It’s a great way for them to use their voice to connect ideas 
to their learning experiences and learn to provide meaningful 
feedback to their peers. Learn more about Flipgrid HERE.

Lisa Nurse, Elementary

3

It’s never too early or too late to try something new!  Here are 6 new 
tools our teachers are excited about using with students this year!
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Teachers’ Picks

Jamboard
Jamboard is an app through Google that online 
and in-class Elementary students are using as a 
“virtual whiteboard”.  It functions as a platform for 
brainstorming ideas and thoughts about a topic, 
an assessment tool to gauge student understanding, 
and is a great way to do group check-in’s for emotional 
health. We’re excited about it because it allows 
students to work collaboratively, connects in-class 
students with the online students, and allows for small 
“group work” to be done while staying physically distant. 
Learn more about Jamboard HERE.

Nicole Milne, Elementary

5 Padlet 
Padlet is a very interactive tool which has allowed 
Upper School students to work collaboratively in a 
very easy fashion. The work can take the form of a 
general wall of pictures, links and comments or can 
be categorised in columns, rows etc.  Students are 
able to add their contributions in real time and can 
comment on others’ posts to request clarification, 
begin a debate, or cheer each other on! Learn more 
about Padlet HERE.

Melanie Coudert , Upper School

6
Blender 
Blender is a 3D animation software that the Grade 8 
Design class students have started exploring this 
year. With this tool, students can create animated 
films, visual effects, art, 3D printed models, motion 
graphics, interactive 3D applications, virtual reality, 
and computer games. Students began exploring this 
software by creating a 3D donut, and learning the 
animation of smoke and fire. We’re excited about 
this tool because of how much it can do, and how it 
enables students to create 3D lifelike models of their 
work. Learn more about Blender HERE.

Allison Dickson, Upper School

4
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https://edu.google.com/intl/en_ca/products/jamboard/
https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.blender.org/
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