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DO YOU KNOW
A FAMILY WHO
MIGHT BE A GREAT
FIT FOR TMS?

LET US KNOW!
SOMEONE’S TMS JOURNEY
COULD BEGIN WITH YOU!
Making sure a school is a fit for both a child
AND their family is essential to a lasting and
collaborative school/home relationship. At
TMS, we strive to ensure our families are part of
a close School Community where all parents
and students feel welcomed, informed,
integrated, and involved.
Do you know other families you think would be
a great fit for our School? Why not refer them to
an upcoming Virtual Information Session?
A large percentage of new TMS families each
year indicate that they heard about the School
through a referral from a friend or family
member. That could be you!

More information for prospective TMS families can be found at:

tmsschool.ca/admissions

“

We benefit not only from
the strength of our programs
individually, but woven together,
they create a singular program
that TMS can call our own…

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
As I write this message for the Spring/Summer issue
of Going Beyond, I feel energized by the palpable
excitement that the end of the school year brings.
From our Toddler and Children’s House celebrations,
to our Grade 6s moving to the Upper School, to our
Grade 12 Graduates completing their high school
careers and embarking on new adventures, it has
been amazing to witness how each step of the TMS
Journey prepares our students for a successful life
beyond our walls.
It is those links among the different levels and
programs of the School, from Toddler to Grade 12,
that this issue will explore.

One of the truly distinctive features of TMS is our
unique blend of Montessori from Toddler to Grade
6, and the International Baccalaureate from Grades
7 to 12. I am often asked how the two programs
complement each together, and to what extent the
Montessori program sets students up for success
in their future IB studies.

In a nutshell, the Montessori philosophy leads
children to ask questions and think for themselves.
Being inspired through inquiry instills a sense of
intrinsic motivation that sets the foundation for
problem solving and critical thinking. As Maria
Montessori once wrote, “The goal of early childhood
education should be to activate the child’s own
natural desire to learn.”
While the learning contexts for an adolescent
may differ from those of a younger child, the IB
philosophy is also very much rooted in this desire
to create the conditions in which students can open
themselves to curiosity by exploring topics that
they choose for themselves. The IB Learner Profile
includes “developing learners who are inquirers”
as one of its 10 learner attributes.

While 1+1 in the mathematical sense always equals
2, we like to say that our two distinctive pedagogies
at TMS add up to 3. We benefit not only from the
strength of these programs individually, but woven
together, they create a singular program that TMS
can call our own, and that our students uniquely
benefit from throughout their education here.

In early May, we were able to welcome new parents
to TMS onto our campuses for the first time since
2019, and I had the privilege to speak to so many
families whose children will begin their TMS Journey
in September. Many of them were drawn to our
School for precisely the reasons we’ll speak about
in this issue – the unique design of our academic
programs that set our students up for success and a
life of meaning and purpose. As the Head of School
for TMS, it fills me with immense pride to know
that our families are such committed partners
in our vision. As a School, it is clear that we inspire
others to want to be part of this School Community
we have created together.
TMS has much to look forward to in the upcoming
2022/2023 Academic Year: a new Strategic Plan
to share, the renewal of our School brand, and new
spaces to unveil to students and families. But, as we
build the future of our School, one thing that will
remain true is our commitment to the unique and
enduring values that TMS was founded upon, and
that continue to resonate with students as much
today as they did over 60 years ago.
I look forward to welcoming you all back in
September, and wish all of our TMS Community
a safe and restful summer break.
Andrew Cross, Head of School, TMS
TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Academics
TMS has garnered a reputation for creating an extraordinary learning environment.
Throughout the School, from the youngest learners in the Toddler Program to Alumni
who return again and again to visit, students are passionately engaged in their
academic pursuits. Read about the latest updates in Academics at TMS.
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Earth Day Entrepreneurial Thinking
in Children’s House
Entrepreneurial thinking is defined as “taking initiative,
learning from experience and being resourceful”. The
Children’s House 3 students in Class 101B demonstrated
this when they were asked to create items using materials
that were being discarded in honour of Earth Day. The
children were encouraged to be the creative engineers
of the project. They needed to come up with an idea, plan
the creative process, collect the materials and execute their
project with support from their families. On Earth Day,
April 22nd, the students hosted a Science Fair to exhibit
their creations and educate others about their inventions.

The students were extremely creative and proud of their
projects! This activity raised their awareness of taking care
of our planet; heightened the importance of reducing, reusing
and recycling; encouraged critical thinking; supported
collaboration; provided opportunities for public speaking
and enhanced our STEAM education. We can hardly wait to
see the IB Personal Projects these students will undertake
in Grade 10 at TMS!

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Upper School Debate Team Win
in Regional Competition
In February 2022, Ava L. and Evan C. (Grade 10) attended (and won!) the York
and Peel Regional Debating Tournament! The team prepared a debate on crypto
currency and also participated in impromptu debates. The TMS Debate Team is
currently comprised of 16 regular competitors and is split into Junior debaters
(Grade 7-9), and Senior debaters (Grade10-12). Team members regularly
attended several Debate Tournaments virtually run by Queen’s University
throughout the year, as well as the Ontario Student Debate Union (OSDU) and
the International Independent School’s Public Speaking Competition (IISPSC).
As next year’s competitions return to in-person events, our TMS Debate Team
will continue to practise and compete in hopes of continuing to excel at regional,
provincial, and ultimately, world debate competitions.

Upper School ‘Reach For
The Top’ Team Shines Bright
at Provincials

Welcome to the Middle
Ages... in Elementary!
Grade 6 students journeyed through the
Middle Ages this term! In addition to studying
the Feudal Pyramid and the Crusades,
students discovered the significance and
importance of the emblems and colours
used on the shields of knights in the Middle
Ages. Students designed and painted their
own shields using emblems they felt were
important to them and picked colours which
represented their own values. In addition,
the Grade 6s each created their own personal
mottos which they emblazoned on their
shields. Overall, it was an amazing adventure
for the students as they realized their own
strengths and potential.

4

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022

After the retirement of Dr. Theresa Hurley, our
Upper School ‘Reach for the Top’ Team is still
going strong with Coaches Pastoor, Shefler
and Abdulla. At the Saturday, April 2nd York
Region ‘Reach for the Top’ Tournament, using
Buzzin.live and Zoom, the Upper School’s
Senior Team placed 2nd! Team members
and players included Laara J. (Captain),
Amber B., Evan C., Felice L., Ava L., Dylan M.
and Kurtis N. Thanks to this second-place
finish, students earned a place at Provincials
(also conducted online). There, on Saturday,
May 15th, Evan C., Laara J., Ava L. and Dylan M.
earned 1,180 total points over five gruelling
rounds, answering questions on almost
every academic and pop culture category
imaginable. These Grade 10 students placed
16th in Ontario and were likely the youngest
Senior team at Provincials! The ‘Reach for
The Top’ future is bright at TMS!

Elementary Literary Circles

Toddler and Children’s House
Curriculum ‘Takes Flight’
On May 25th, each Toddler and Children’s House
class received very small caterpillars. The students
watched the caterpillars consume a lot of food
and grow into large, satisfied caterpillars. Some
students provided the caterpillars with a wider
area to explore when they were cleaning their
habitats. The students anxiously observed the
caterpillars suspended in a “j” position to form
their chrysalises. The children witnessed the
painted lady butterflies emerging from their
pupas, drying their wings, and drinking some
nectar from an orange. They then released the
butterflies into a natural environment in the Lower
School playgrounds and the ravine behind TMS.
This concrete experience enriched the zoology
curriculum and strengthened the children’s
understanding of the life cycle of a butterfly.

TMS ranked 7th
in Canada in Math!
TMS placed 7th among teams from across
Canada at the 2022 Team Mathematics
Contest hosted by the University of Waterloo.

A total of $425 was invested in three
different accounts, Account A, Account B
and Account C. After one year, the amount
in Account A had increased by 5%, the
amount in Account B had increased by 8%,
and the amount in Account C had increased
by 10%. The increase in dollars was the
same in each of the three accounts. How
much money was originally invested in
Account C?
The above question was one of the easier
problems that the elite math team of TMS
problem solvers conquered en route to their
exceptional 7th place ranking in the 2022
Team Mathematics Contest. This annual
contest, normally held at the University of
Waterloo, was moved online again this year
due to pandemic restrictions. As a result,
on Thursday, April 7th, teams from across
Canada competed virtually across three events:
individual, team, and relay.
Our team of Christopher J. and Elienna W. in
Grade 12; Himanshu J., Aakash K., and Tracy Q.
in Grade 11; and Zijian (Max) Q. in Grade 10,
performed well in all rounds, although they
excelled in the relay round, where they worked
together to earn a rare PERFECT score. TMS
was in distinguished company, placing just
behind Crescent School, and ahead of nearby
rivals St Andrew’s College and Holy Trinity
School. TMS looks to build upon this success
for next year, where we hope our team will be
able to compete in-person at the University
of Waterloo.

Answer to the above question is $100

Elementary students participated in literature
circles this term - sharing thoughts, opinions and
stories with a groups of friends. This highly social
experience builds a strong sense of community
through shared novels and a collaborative
effort to deepen their understanding and love
of reading. The process of listening, reflecting,
and then responding, aids in the development
of public speaking skills and the art of debating.
An appreciation and respect for the varied
opinions of their peers is inevitable. Participants
are committed to being part of a group and eagerly
step into their chosen responsibility with joy,
enthusiasm, and creativity.
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Arts
Students thrive artistically at TMS, working individually or in groups with guidance
and support. Our Lower and Upper School students are encouraged to explore
new ideas and concepts and showcase their talent whenever possible.
Read about the latest updates in the Arts at TMS.
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Grade 2s Explore the
Works of Paul Klee
Students in Grade 2 learned about
the art of Swiss artist Paul Klee and
then created artwork based on one
of his famous works, "Cat and Bird."
Using black marker, students drew
the outlines of a cat's face and added
a drawing on the forehead indicating
what the cat might be dreaming or
thinking about. Watercolour paints
were then used to add bright colour
and complete the art work. Such
whimsical results!
The artistic skills the students are
using in this project are instructional
drawing based on a famous artist's
example, while also using creativity
to add unique ideas to their work.
Students are also developing their
painting skills and understanding
of colour theory. Throughout the
Elementary curriculum, students are
taught the basic elements of art: Line,
Shape, Colour, Value and Texture.
Each art project focuses on one or
two elements which helps develop
their understanding of how to make
a pleasing composition.

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Elementary Students Making Music
Music remains alive and well at the Lower School, as our
Upper Elementary students have been working creatively
on ensemble playing through the use of iPads in their
classes. Our Grade 6s have been hard at work with the
eager anticipation of returning to instruments this Fall
as they prepare for the continuation of their musical
journey at the Upper School. All students have joyfully
begun to sing once again, and some have also explored a
variety of pitched and unpitched percussion instruments.
Many students have been presented with the idea of
music as a collaborative, performing art, and are starting to
explore the many facets of this as they work in large and
small groups to create performances which they are then
presenting to their classmates in creative ways. We are
so glad to hear the sounds of music once again in our
classrooms at the Lower School!

Grade 10 Self Portraits
Artists throughout time have created
self-portraits revealing exciting
aspects of their identity. After a close
examination of the works of Frida Kahlo
and the techniques of Chuck Close and
Kehinde Wiley, the Grade 10 Visual Arts
students planned and developed their
own self-portraits in graphite. Through
the lens of time, students explored
their own identities and how their
relationships might change over time.

“I want to depict my growth through
adolescence into adulthood, epitomizing
how not only my outer appearance
changes, but how my view of my personal
identity changes. With age comes
acceptance and through time, maturity
is inevitable.” - Shivani K.
8
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Grade 6s Creating
Patterns
This term in art class, Grade
6 students learned how to
create beautiful repeat patterns
using Styrofoam stamps they
created themselves. The process
involved making an etched
drawing on a piece of thin
Styrofoam and making multiple
"prints" using washable markers
on moistened paper. This new
technique was challenging but,
with perseverance, created a
very satisfying result.

Diploma Programme Arts Night and Online Gallery
In April, Diploma Programme students had the opportunity to showcase their visual art exhibitions at our first
Gallery Night since 2019! “We are so proud of how our DP Artists entered the Art Studio and engaged in the creative
process with such purpose and passion each day. Each artist explored a theme of interconnection between
individual identity and the dynamics of society, with care and conceptual impact. Individual development and
mastery of new art techniques were evident as each piece reached completion,” said Tanya Neff, IB Language
and Literature & Visual Arts Teacher MYP & DP.
Since not everyone was able to see the artwork live, TMS was proud to launch the 2022 DP Virtual Art
Exhibition online. This online gallery provides a way for the whole TMS Community (and beyond) to view
and share this impactful art with friends and family across the globe, and return to see it again and again.
Check it out at: www.tmsschool.ca/parent/exhibition-2022-night

Toddler and Children’s House Art
Dr. Montessori was asked if the Montessori environment produced good
artists. Her response: "I don’t know if we produce good artists. But we do
produce a child with an eye that sees, a soul that feels and a hand that obeys"
(Simone Davies). For Toddler and Children’s House students, arts and crafts
activities are about self-expression, movement and experiencing different
media. The process is more important than the product.
Toddlers have opportunities to explore with various art mediums each day.
They express themselves with finger paint, easel paint, chalk, crayons, play
dough, cutting and gluing. Art also develops the children’s fine motor skills
in preparation for writing. Children’s House students also explore various art
mediums and art is integrated into the curriculum; for example, drawing
a picture of a horse to label the external parts in our Culture curriculum.

In addition to our creative outlets in the
classroom and specialty classes for CH2/3
students, we often provide the children
opportunities with In-House visits to create
keep sakes for their parents. This term, the
Toddler and Children’s House students painted
tumblers from Crockadoodle and presented
them to their mothers in celebration of
Mother’s Day!
TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Athletics
TMS is committed to excellence in Athletics as a part of a larger commitment
to excellence in Education. At TMS, athletics is an integral component of
student life and we strive to provide an innovative and successful program.
Read about the latest updates in Athletics at TMS.

Lower School - Winter and Spring Season Updates
Our Lower School athletes have continued to hone their
skills in the Winter and Spring terms through a variety
of avenues, including Physical Education classes,
House Leagues, and the new after school Sports Club!

In Children’s House, Physical Education classes have
focused on large motor movements, loco motor
movements (skipping, galloping, jumping, etc.), spatial
awareness (how to use materials safely, and how to
keep others safe around you while being active), and
exploration of various sporting equipment and the
fundamental skills that accompany that equipment
(e.g. throwing balls, how to catch, how to kick, how
to use a hula hoop, etc.). Additionally, students have
worked on their flexibility through Yoga poses, and
are learning how to work cooperatively with others,
including communication and inclusion of everyone.
Leadership skills are also being built with CH 3 students
as they are given opportunities to help guide, support
and encourage their CH 2 peers.
In the Elementary program, Physical Education
curriculum has included units in soccer, a striking
unit (using paddles and balls, playing pickle ball, and
developing motor skills and hand eye coordination),
and cooperative games for our Grades 1-3s. Our Grade
10
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4-6 students have focused on soccer, ball hockey and
are currently exploring Track and Field to prepare
them for our full-day Track and Field Day in June (the
first Track and Field Day that many Upper Elementary
students will have participated in due to the pandemic).
Grade 1-3 students will participate in our half-day Play
Day – a super fun outdoor event featuring 6 stations
that students will move through.
In addition to Phys-Ed units, both Upper and Lower
Elementary students have been participating in House
League activities at lunch where they have had the
opportunity to take part in cooperative games that
included minimal instruction and maximum fun!

Sports Club has also been running for Lower and Upper
Elementary. Sports Club runs after School and gives
students the opportunity to build their skills in specific
sports (volleyball, soccer, basketball and badminton for
Grades 4-6 and soccer and basketball for Grades 1-3),
giving them insight into what they can expect if they
join a Lower School sports team next year. Over the
past two terms, Sports Club saw 90 Lower Elementary
participants and 68 Upper Elementary participants!
Keep up the great work, Lower School Titans!

Upper School - Winter and Spring
Season Updates
Our Upper School athletics program kicked off the Winter season
last November with tryouts, followed by team practices and
training for CISAA competition leading into the holiday break
in December. Unfortunately, our training was abruptly halted
in January due to a provincial wide lockdown and the return
to online learning for all schools. We were very grateful that
by February, we were given the green light to start training
again in basketball, volleyball and curling. CISAA announced a
“March Madness” sport format, which included a condensed twoweek schedule of sport competition, starting after Family Day.

Our Titans persevered with training and worked hard to be
game-time ready in such a short amount of time. We couldn’t
be more proud of all of our athletes this term, especially those
who committed to this difficult timeline, all while managing their
academics so they could help their respective teams find success
in the Winter season. These athletes definitely deserve much
credit and recognition for their athletic pursuit and desire to
represent their School - truly showing what it means to be a Titan!

TMS offered the following CISAA
Winter Team Sports in 2021-2022
SR Girls Volleyball DIII
Coached by Ms. Willis

JR Girls Volleyball DIII
Coached by Mr. Hill and Mr. Bisnauth

U14 Girls Volleyball DIII
Coached by Mr. Bohte and Mr. Aden

U14 Girls Volleyball DII
Coached by Ms. Latourell and Mr. Ginjo

SR Boys Basketball DII
Coached by Mr. Walker and Mr. McLafferty

JR Boys Basketball DIII
Coached by Mr. Lam and Mr. Karim

U14 Boys Basketball DII
Coached by Ms. Dickson and Mr. Shefler

U13 Boys Basketball DII
Coached by Mr. Small and Mr. Light

SR Open Curling DI and DII
Coached by Mr. Alves, Ms. Abedini,
Mr. Pastoor and Ms. MacDonald

Highlights of the Winter Season included:
All teams earning a spot in playoffs!
Our JR Girls Volleyball DIII team
earned 2nd place overall and
silver medals for their league!
Although we couldn’t recognize
every specific athlete, we can say with
confidence that all of our athletes are
Titans at heart and did a fantastic
job being ambassadors for TMS
in the CIS community. On March
11th, we recognized 1 MVP and 1
TITAN award recipient per team at
our Winter Seasonal Team Awards
Ceremony. Congratulations to our
Winter Season athletes who earned
a trophy for their outstanding
performance and commitment
this season.

TMS Seasonal Athletic Award Descriptors
Award

Description

Individual Team – Each coach will nominate 1 athlete per team that best meets the criteria stated
for each award. These awards are presented at the end of each respective season during our
Athletic Assembly.
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MVP Award

This award recognizes the most valuable player for each team.
They demonstrate outstanding physical performance and are
highly competent and consistent when executing sport-specific
and fitness skills in competitive events.

Titan Award

This award recognizes a player that is extremely coachable
and an excellent team player. They demonstrate exemplary
attitude, commitment and perseverance.

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022

TMS Upper School Winter Athletic Award Recipients
U13 Boys Basketball DII
Titan - Aaron L.
MVP - Kyrus H.

SR Boys Basketball DII
Titan - Steve S.
MVP - Jussun M.

JR Girls Volleyball DIII
Titan - Shivani K.
MVP - Sophia P.

U14 Boys Basketball DII
Titan - Kevin T.
MVP - Eason L.

U14 Girls Volleyball DIII
Titan - Bairavi A.
MVP - Liyana S.

SR Girls Volleyball DIII
Titan - Shirley X.
MVP - Sophia C.

JR Boys Basketball DIII
Titan - Ian H.
MVP - Sovin M.

U14 Girls Volleyball DII
Titan - Ryleigh M.
MVP - Lianah A.

SR Open Curling
Titan - Nicholas C.
MVP - Vincent H.

TMS Upper School Spring Athletic Program:
TMS Upper School athletes started training for Spring Athletics immediately after March Break. Our athletes were
excited to finally get a full season of sport in and to start CISAA competition again in mid-April. Our numbers for
participation were outstanding! We also introduced a new sport offering, Golf, which has drawn a number of new
athletes from all ages across the Upper School.
TMS Upper School Spring Sport Offerings for 2022:

U14 Coed Badminton

SR Coed Ultimate

Coached by Ms. Cantor

Coached by Ms. O’Brien and Ms. Willis

JR Coed Badminton

Open Golf

Coached by Mr. Sheffler and Mr. Walker

Coached by Mr. McLafferty and Ms. Frosst

SR Coed Badminton

U14 Open Track and Field

Coached by Mr. Walker

Coached by Ms. Abedini and Mr. Sulyamen

U14 Coed Ultimate

JR Open Track and Field

Coached by Mr. Pastoor and Ms. Dickson

Coached by Ms. Serroul, Mr. Banks, Mr. Serroul

JR Coed Ultimate

SR Open Track and Field

Coached by Mr. Haines and Mr. Bisnauth

Coached by Ms. Serroul, Mr. Banks, Mr. Serroul

With this latest season wrapping up, we're excited to report on how our Spring teams performed
in our next issue. Have a great summer Titans!
TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Citizenship
Citizenship and giving back are important parts of student life at TMS. Across
all levels of the school, students are involved in (and often lead) raising funds
for worthwhile causes, donating their time to build awareness of social issues
and using their powerful voices to make change happen. Read about the
latest updates in Citizenship at TMS.
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Upper School Justice League
Does Earth Day Pick Up
In April, the Upper School Justice League participated in two
‘Clean Up’ days in the local community, picking up and bagging
trash and recyclables in the areas around our Upper School
campus. The Justice League has been a TMS Club for over
10 years and Spring ‘clean up’ days have been part of the club’s
activities for nearly as long. The biggest collected item to-date
was a car bumper, pulled from a local wetland! Thank you to
these dedicated environmental stewards for your amazing
efforts this Spring!

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Tower Garden: Aeroponics for Elementary
At the start of the new year, Grade 5 students assembled the first Tower
Garden unit at TMS: a vertical set of pipes and tubes, with a large water
reservoir at the base, and LED grow lights on the sides. Germination of a
few different vegetables took place in the classrooms before the sprouts
were transplanted by students to pockets in the sides of the Tower
Garden. There, with a water-nutrient mix pumped on a timer, the crops
not only grew, but flourished, all without the need for soil or natural light.
While aeroponics is not a new technology (used most famously by NASA
in space applications), this hands-on demonstration taught students
about sustainable food production, opening the conversation to how
they might supply breakfast programs or other community kitchens,
not to mention some take-home greens for salads.

Eco-Leadership Dragon’s Den
Towards the end of a year-long project that
focused on environmental stewardship, Grade 6
students got the chance to “pitch” their requests
for funding to a panel of “dragons”, namely the
Head of Elementary, the Director of Academics,
and a few other special guests. In groups, students
presented their projects, research, as well as the
items they needed funding for in order to complete
the action portion of their work, such as garbage
cleanup items, water test kits, tree seedlings, etc.
All groups included visuals to accompany their
presentations, as well as price comparisons from
several sources. The authenticity of the requests
brought a heightened level of motivation and gave
the students valuable experience for future work
as entrepreneurs.

CAS-In-Action - Clothing
and Toiletry Drive for
Refugees
Grade 12 students Emma M. and Sofia
G. organized a school-wide clothing and
toiletry drive for Afghan refugees as part
of an initiative in their DP CAS (Creativity,
Activity, Service) project. After speaking at an
assembly to raise awareness about the issue
and challenging the School Community to
respond, the girls collected items that were
brought in over a two-week period. After
sorting and organizing all of the donations,
Emma and Sofia travelled with their younger
sisters and mothers to a hotel in Mississauga
that is temporarily housing refugees. Both
girls had an unforgettable experience, meeting
refugees, handing out the much needed items,
and then returning on a second occasion to
do it all again. Sofia noted in her CAS project
reflections that she was moved so much by the
experience and realized how much need exists
right in her own community.
A CAS project can address any single
strand of CAS, or combine two or all three
strands of creativity, activity and service.
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Upper School Club Gives
Back to Cancer Survivors

Toddlers Learning to be
Citizens With Care for Peers

Two years ago, Grade 12 student Sara L. started
a new passion club initiative at the Upper School
as part of her desire to give back to a community
in need, dear to her heart. Before coming to TMS,
Sara had grown up in Tanzania and had been
exposed to breast cancer survivors through an
initiative at her school. In bringing a similar idea
to TMS, Sara launched the ‘Knitted Knockers
Club’, aiming to teach students both how to knit
and follow a pattern to make breast prosthetics,
raising awareness of the needs of breast cancer
survivors. Last year, Sara had to run the club
online, making videos and giving individual
knitting tutorials. This year, Sara has mentored
two younger students to take over the club after
she graduates this year.

Toddlers like to be contributing members of
their family and community. TMS provides
our youngest students with the opportunity
to complete work similar to adults, ensuring
that they have the uninterrupted time to
complete tasks in the environment. Toddlers
are introduced to many activities that help to
maintain the environment, inside and outside
such as gardening, watering plants, carrying
laundry to be cleaned, and sweeping the floor.
They are responsible and capable citizens of
the world.

Painting As an
Outlet for Those
in Need
For his Personal Project
in Grade 10, graduating
student Omar M. learned
the woodland style of
painting in memory of
his aunt who used this
art style to express her
emotions during a difficult experience with
cancer. As part of an extension and community
CAS initiative, Omar collaborated with a doctor
and, through volunteering, taught this style of
painting to people who suffer from drug addiction
and depression. He used painting as a therapy
technique and found that patients were happier
and had more energy when engaged with art as
a way of emotive expression. It is clear that this
experience combined with his academic interests
have influenced Omar’s career aspirations, as
Omar hopes to pursue medicine in his future.

Very young children are typically focused
on themselves; however, when part of a
community, they naturally develop empathy
and care for others. In our Toddler program
understanding, compassion and attention to
others is demonstrated by the adults. Young
children emulate this behaviour and they can
often be seen independently getting a tissue
for a classmate that is crying, reassuring a peer
that their mommy is coming soon or helping
a classmate put on his/her shoes. These
attributes lay the foundation for positive, kind,
caring and concerned members of society.

The

Unique

18

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022

Design

of TMS
Montessori combined
with IB comes together
at TMS to Create a
Program All Our Own.
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TMS has garnered a reputation for creating an
extraordinary learning environment. Throughout
the school, from the youngest learners in the Toddler
Program to our Grade 12 graduates, students
are passionately engaged in their academic and
co‑curricular pursuits and committed to improving
the world around them.
How does TMS create such an exceptional
learning experience?

The answer lies in TMS’s unique design of
two world‑leading educational philosophies:
Montessori and International Baccalaureate.

From Toddler to Grade 6, the curriculum is based
on the core premise of a Montessori education: that
students need to drive their own learning. Using
materials and processes that make abstract ideas
concrete, students initiate their learning and can
assess their own progress. This emphasis on the
power – and responsibility – of a child produces
learners who are self-reliant and self-confident.
20
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Then, from Grade 7 onward, students are immersed in
the International Baccalaureate programme. Cultivating
a full spectrum of human capabilities, the IB focuses on
student-led inquiry, a balanced academic program and
active citizenship. IB learners develop traits and skills
essential for success in a complex and interconnected
world, such as creative problem solving, open
mindedness, commitment to others and the ability
to adopt multiple perspectives.
There are a number of threads that weave across the
full journey as evidenced by the connection between
some of the Montessori Learner Traits and the IB
Approaches to Learning (ATLs). Most significant
is the focus on independence, leadership, critical
thinking and collaboration. The building of these
traits develops confidence in our students as they
take risks, try new things and consider the impact
of their actions on the larger community.

Montessori
Learner Traits

IB ATLs

Independence

Independent work

Discipline

Self-regulation

Motivation

Initiative

Leadership

Responsibility

Academic
Preparation

Research skills

Critical Thinking and
Problem Solving

Collaboration

Spontaneity and Joy

Social skills

“

As educators, we aspire to instill a
love of learning and a true sense of joy in
our students. TMS Elementary children
are not afraid to take risks, knowing that
from mistakes come valuable learning.
By leaning into courage, compassion and joy,
our students are resilient and self-assured
and bring innovative perspectives to creatively
solve problems. They are caring citizens
whose instincts to act compassionately are
rooted in gestures of kindness and empathy.”
Rachel Marks, Head of Elementary
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“

This courage to forge new ground is
on display at every level of the School. It’s
amazing how creative and persistent the
toddlers are. They know that persistence
equals success. They love to explore and
discover based on their interests and it
makes them very capable learners.”
Carolyn Reid, Head of Toddler
and Children’s House

22
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Another thread that connects students
from Toddler to Grade 12 is the framework
of the TMS Pillars - Academics, Arts,
Athletics, and Citizenship.
Through the TMS Pillars, students set goals
for involvement and improvement so they can
strive and excel in each area. This initiative
aims to:
•

Promote the development of wellrounded individuals and active citizens

•

Develop a sense of community

•
•
•

Encourage the development of new skills
– creative, athletic, philanthropic
Provide new opportunities for learning
and action

Provide meaningful activities to promote
learning and action

Let’s look at this all-school connection
through the lens of Citizenship and
the intentional design of activities and
opportunities to develop TMS students
as social change makers.
•
•
•

•

In Toddler, children comfort a crying
classmate and can be seen recycling,
gardening, watering plants, and sweeping
the floor.

In Children’s House, students write letters
to veterans on Remembrance Day, collect
food for the local pantry, and learn about
different cultures.
Elementary students participate in
Community Connections where they
explore topics like kindness and
friendship, and assume their roles as
environmental stewards with a focus
on local and global sustainability.

All Upper School students participate
in “service in action”, linking course work
to action (research, awareness building,
fundraising, etc.), initiating clubs with
a focus on community-give back and, in
the DP programme, completing their CAS
(Creativity, Activity, Service) project which
fosters their growth as global citizens.

That the continuum from Montessori to IB
works so well comes as no surprise to leading
educational researchers. Stanford University
psychology professor Carol Dweck speaks
about the importance of a “growth mindset”
to student achievement. Students with a
growth mindset believe they can continually
improve their mental abilities. They are less
preoccupied with the concept of “talent”
and more focused on effort and persistence.
How does a student develop a growth
mindset? It starts with an environment
that emphasizes student choice, trial and
error, problem solving and age-appropriate
challenges. It also requires opportunities
to “fail forward,” which means learning
from what went wrong and applying that
knowledge in future contexts. The research
on best practices for student achievement
clearly supports TMS’s united Montessori-IB
approach.

From Toddlers sharing their baked goods
with the School Community to Grade 6
students learning about Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion to DP students completing their CAS
Project, TMS students are actively engaged in
shaping the world around them. The secret
to their success can be found in the selfconfidence and commitment to community
developed in a place where, they feel
“known and embraced.”

“

We put the student, not the
curriculum, at the core of what we do.
Our students know that the learning
belongs to them. They expect to be
independent and to make choices,
and the teachers follow their lead
by offering customized feedback
and support.”
Sheila Thomas, Head of Upper School

To read more about what the other three
Pillars look like across the School, go to
www.tmsschool.ca/admissions.
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TMS CLASS OF 2022

Celebrating
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As our School year comes to a close, we celebrate the newest TMS
Grade 12 Graduates! The Class of 2022 has not only endured the span
of pandemic learning with immense resilience, but has emerged
with bright positivity and a sense of purpose. We celebrate our 42
Graduates and wish them amazing success as they begin to prepare
for their next chapter in academics, and in life.

Mohammad
Abdelhamid
Joined: Grade 7

Irfan Arif
Joined: Grade 1

Emily Atashkari
Joined: Grade 7

Matthew
Ayala Silva
Joined: Toddler

Pahul Bedi
Joined: Grade 11

Stephen Bian
Joined: Grade 1

Chloe Bowes
Joined:
Children's House

Isabella Churchill
Joined:
Children's House

Sofia Guido
Joined:
Children's House

Vanessa Huang
Joined: Grade 2

Christopher Jiang
Joined: Grade 7

Kabir Joshi
Joined: Grade 4
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Sara Ladak
Joined: Grade 10

Julian Martin
Joined: Grade 9

Omar Marzouk
Joined: Grade 7

Jussun Mehta
Joined: Toddler

Emma Muzzo
Joined: Toddler

Sonia Nayar
Joined: Grade 9

Erika Nyman
Joined: Grade 2

Joshua Osten
Joined:
Children's House

Mia Pang
Joined: Grade 11

Zuhair Qureshy
Joined: Grade 9

Ammar Rawra
Joined: Grade 1

Marwa Refaeian
Joined: Grade 11

Matthew Rubino
Joined: Grade 9

Steve Shao
Joined: Grade 7

TMS CLASS OF 2022

Tyler Kwong
Joined: Grade 9

Celebrating

Andrea
Kanargelidis
Joined: Toddler
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Celebrating
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Sam Shojai
Rahnama
Joined: Grade 9

Akshen
Sivakumar
Joined: Grade 4

William Sun
Joined: Grade 7

Carina Tomasso
Joined: Grade 1

Aidan Varma
Joined:
Children's House

Kishan
Vethanayagam
Joined: Grade 9

Krish Vijay
Joined: Grade 9

Elienna Wang
Joined: Grade 7

Michael Xie
Joined: Grade 7

Shirley Xie
Joined: Grade 7

Talayeh
Youssef Pour
Joined: Grade 5

Arthurine Yu
Joined:
Children's House

Alexander Zhao
Joined: Grade 7

Lynn Zheng
Joined: Grade 4
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Message

From the Valedictorian
Elienna’s Message:

“TMS has not only taught my peers and me how to be
good students and scholars, but also how to be good
people, how to love and care for each other, how to
view everything and everyone in a positive light, and
how to persevere together in difficult times knowing
that we’re not alone in this warm community. The
students and teachers of this graduating class have
inspired me to embrace challenges, face weaknesses
without fear, and to get up, again and again, no matter
how challenging the path we choose to pursue is. In the
blink of an eye, 6 years flew by, and I spent the happiest
time of my life so far in this warm community. When
I was little, I dreamed of how cool high school would
be, and now I realize: it is more amazing than I’ve
ever imagined! The classroom was not only a place for
exciting challenges, but also for laughter, sharing, and
building bonds. How I loved walking into the well-lit
Commons every morning and seeing all the smiles on
familiar faces! How I will miss practicing for Paper 3
together in HL math and watching the Hamlet film in
English! My journey here was filled with life-changing
experiences and legendary stories that I’ll never forget.
Twenty years from now, I'll still be telling them to my
family at dinner! Thanks to you, my friends, teachers,
and mentors, my memories of TMS will never fail to
light my face with a heartfelt smile!”
About Elienna:
Elienna Wang, the 2022 Valedictorian and the
recipient of the University of Toronto National
Scholarship (one of 10 recipients nationally),
joined TMS in Grade 7 as an accomplished pianist
and swimmer. She immediately became involved
in the arts at TMS, while excelling academically in
all subjects. Elienna contributed as a student leader
in the Arts, creating Music Mondays, the multilingual choir, and producing talent shows through

Elienna Wang - Class of 2022

the pandemic. She was Middle-Years Programme
Prefect and Diploma Programme Prefect on Student
Council, creating a shared study system for her peers
to keep connected during online learning. Elienna
says it never felt like she was alone even while online
because her peers were always interacting. She has
a passion for math, taking Math HL in the Diploma
Programme and she cites the Higher Level math
class as her favourite course at the Upper School.
“Ms. Serroul really created a community for us to learn.
I was always looking forward to learn what I didn’t
know, and curious to explore difficult problems with
my peers in class”.
She is an exemplar of the IB Learner Profile Traits,
having won the Faculty Award (the Upper School’s
most prestigious annual award) three years in a
row. Elienna’s passion to improve the School, her
clear interest in music composition (demonstrated
through her Personal Project, where she composed
a song that represents her culture) and numerous
individual compositions, and her Extended Essay
in music history led her to apply to music programs
in university. She says Mr. Marlés has been a great
support and champion of her initiatives in the arts
at TMS, and she is thankful for his guidance. Next year
she will be attending the University of Toronto for
a dual degree in Music Composition and Computer
Science, combining her passions in post-secondary
education.
In addition to being the Valedictorian, she was also
the recipient of the Biology and Economics Subject
Learner Awards and the Governor General’s Award
for the highest graduating average. Elienna cited so
many highlights from her time at TMS, but by far her
favourite was “the stories we take home each day”.
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THE HISTORY
AND LEGACY
OF THE
TORONTO
MONTESSORI
INSTITUTE
TMI - the Toronto Montessori Institute
- has developed a 50-year legacy on the
leading-edge of global Montessori teacher
training. Since its inception in 1971, with
Mario Montessori at its helm, TMI has
graduated over 2500 teachers eager to
prepare environments in which children
thrive. TMI has been instrumental in making
TMS a leading Montessori school in North
America, one which offers Montessori
education from Toddler to Grade 6.
In this issue, we celebrate the history and
impact of TMI as it sunsets its programming
in June, 2022.

Photo:
Mario Montessori at TMI

28

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022

TMI: A Look Back

Indeed I was so favourably impressed that
if the Association Montessori Internationale will
be ever in the position to start a training course
in Canada, it would be around your school that
I would recommend to do it."

TMI was a destination and home to many.
The diversity that formed TMI was remarkable;
it attracted students worldwide – from Indonesia,
Tanzania, China, Switzerland, Ukraine, New Zealand,
to the USA. Its graduates now teach throughout
the globe – from Japan, China, Finland, England,
and Bermuda to the Grand Cayman Islands. In fact,
the last diploma granted by TMI was sent to Turkey.
When we consider Montessori, it must be within a
perspective of peace education. TMI was informed
by and will continue to inform an international
community.

Mario Montessori's commitment to the Toronto
training centre was so robust that he, as Director
General of AMI, became the first TMI Director of
Training and officially opened the Institute on
Monday September 13, 1971. The history of TMI is
rich. From its early days at Victoria College at U of T,
to its permanent home within the TMS lab school,
TMI has realized campuses in London, Calgary,
Mississauga, and Caledon. TMI has offered a variety
of programming, originally providing Primary
(Casa or Early Childhood) diplomas then expanding
to Elementary (age 6 through 12) in 1983, then
adding Infant Toddler to its roster in 2005.

At the heart of the extraordinary TMI mission has
been Nancy Coyle. Few individuals have made the
kind of indelible impact on a program over such an
extended period of time as Nancy. She has been an
untiring advocate for TMI, indefatigable in her energy
and commitment to supporting the students in her
care to become ambassadors of the Montessori values
and principles both at TMS and elsewhere. Nancy
began working at TMS in 1984 and began lecturing
at TMI in 1989 and continued in that role until 2000.
In 2005 she assumed the role of Director and has led
TMI with vision, grace and deep dedication ever since.

It was the following words of Mario Montessori,
written to Helma Trass (founder of TMS) after a visit
to the school in 1965 that initiated the development
of TMI:

“

The Institute's graduates trusted TMI to prepare them
for a teaching environment that challenged the norm.
TMI partnered with these students to embrace a
different way to approach teaching and learning. Their
personal journeys have been profound and have been
connected to all those who have come before them.
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TMI Leadership:
Recognizing Nancy Coyle

In this position, she benefitted from the support
and expertise of her TMI colleagues Rosanna Gaudio,
Maureen Pesner, Ivana Sconza, Christine Carter, and
Wendy Agnew, all of whom were tireless in their
promotion and commitment to Montessori ideals.
As a team, they were instrumental in the advancement
of programming, integrating recent pedagogical
innovations and understandings of child and brain
development.

Saying Goodbye
After much deliberation, a decision has been
taken that TMI will cease operations as of
June 30, 2022. TMI was a destination and
home to many, and we will always be grateful
to the staff and faculty of TMS and the adult
learners who shared their Montessori
journeys with us. At the heart of our practice
we remember the children who always
thrill us as they challenge us to meet their
needs and build a world that is equal to
their promise.

“

I believe that effective teaching
is grounded by positive relationships.
My experience working with student
teachers at TMI fostered hundreds of
these relationships with teachers and
administrators from all over Canada
and the world. It is amazing to me, that
even after 25+ years, when I run in to a
graduate, I can picture where they sat and
who was in their class. That is awesome!”
Rosanna Gaudio

“

One of the joys of being at TMI for 24
years, has been seeing the children and TMI
alumni in classrooms across the GTA and
beyond on practice teaching visits. Each
visit reinforced that TMI had impacted so
many adults and children, and inspired
so many to approach Montessori with
flexibility and fun”.
Maureen Pesner

“

Of my many fond memories of TMI,
one highlight was the consistent wonder
and amazement adult learners experienced
when exploring the Montessori materials.
They would often comment upon how they
wished they learned arithmetic using the
golden beads. I was proud to have the
opportunity to introduce our exceptional
materials to adults knowing they would
bring them to the children”.
Ivana Sconzai
TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022
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Alumni
Meet a TMS Legacy Family
With a 60-year history in providing exceptional education, TMS has the incredible
experience of welcoming Legacy Families (or 2nd generation TMS families) to our
growing Community! We spoke to TMS Alumnus Arun Budovitch about his own
TMS education and what it’s like being a current TMS parent.

When did you attend TMS?
I attended TMS from CH1 to Grade 8
(1988 to 1999).

What were some of your
favourite memories at TMS?
Some of my favourite memories include playing
and winning championships on many of the sports
teams, learning how to use computers, surfing the
internet for the first time and the Scholastic Book
Fairs!

What was it about the school
that made you want to bring
your own children here?

We wanted our children to get the Montessori
experience as it fosters a love for learning. We love
the self-directed, hands-on teaching and how it
gives our children the opportunity to find their own
passion and work at their own pace. We also felt
the smaller classrooms provide an ideal teacher/
student ratio.
Arun Budovitch and Family
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What do you notice that’s
different about your children’s
experience than yours?
What’s the same?
What’s the same? Well for starters, a lot of the
faculty is still the same! The layout inside the Lower
School has not changed much, making it feel like
home. What’s differently lately is largely due to the
pandemic. COVID restrictions have changed the
usual classrooms with students being cohorted in
all aspects of the day. Sadly, we haven’t been able to
enter and explore the School as we used to. Although
extracurriculars have been paused the last year or
so, I am hopeful that will change in the Fall and our
children can get the full TMS experience as being
a part of these activities were some of my best
memories. What’s also different from my time at
TMS is there is now an Upper School! That’s exciting
for us as we anticipate sending our children to the
Upper School one day.

Alumni Updates
Our Alumni are an important part of our TMS Community and we’re always excited to
hear about how they are making an impact in whatever they pursue. Here are some
TMS Alumni that connected with us to share what they’ve been up to!
Gene He (TMS'17)
I’m Gene and I currently work
at Amazon Web Services as a
Business Cloud Advisor. I work
closely with executive teams at
Canadian companies to accelerate
their innovation initiatives. I love the dynamic nature
of my job: my day could go from discussing legacy
modernization, to helping a CIO lay the groundwork
for their new machine learning service. I’ve been in
this role for a year now after graduating from U of T’s
Rotman Commerce Program in June, 2021.

Olivia Di Fiore (TMS'17)

Having graduated with a Bachelor
of Commerce from Rotman
Commerce, University of Toronto
in June, 2021, I now work at BMO
Capital Markets as an Analyst on
their Treasury & Payment Solutions Team. I’ve also
partnered with Rotman MBA graduates and professors
to start a registered non-profit organization called
Degrees for our Youth, aiming to help students from
low-income families attend university by providing
financial assistance and mentorship. I also run my own
freelance business for anything and everything relating
to marketing, visual arts and design.

Raihan Jadavji (TMS’14)

I graduated from TMS in 2014
after completing the IB Diploma
Programme. I am currently
working as an Actuarial Associate
at a financial consulting company,
WTW. My division focuses on retirement consulting,
specifically helping companies manage their pension
plans. Even though I already have a Bachelor’s degree
in Mathematics from the University of Waterloo, the
learning never stops. I am currently pursuing my full
actuarial designation through completing a series of
professional examinations, in addition to fulfilling my
responsibilities at work.

Avishek Gautam (TMS’17)
I recently graduated from York
University with Specialized
Honours in Financial and Business
Economics (B.A). For the past few
months, I have been working on
a start-up venture called Student-Stop (https://
student-stop.com) with two of my brothers.
Student-Stop is an exclusive one-stop, AI-enabled
platform that provides international students coming
to Canada with a complete collection of services made
available online. Student-Stop provides digital services
such as admissions support, student loans, banking,
immigration, travel, housing, food and student jobs,
all on a single platform. Student-Stop is currently
getting traction from students across the world.
Our aim is to provide international students with a
cost-effective, streamlined platform for their entire
end-to-end student journey, so that they do not get
misguided by unethical entities.
Currently we have partnered with ICICI Bank
Canada to support international students with their
financial requirements. Student-Stop has also been
recommended by the Canada India Foundation, a notfor-profit organization run by Indo-Canadian business
leaders to strengthen the ties between Canada and
India. When I first joined TMS in 2013, being an
international student, I was given a warm welcome
by my teachers and fellow students. That’s how we
decided that a platform like Student-Stop can help
international students coming to Canada – I wanted
to create something that allows others the ability
to enjoy the same experience that I had at TMS.

TIffany Tsilker (TMS’16)

I graduated from Queen’s University with a Bachelor
of Science with honours, and completed a major in
Life Sciences and a minor in Philosophy. After my
undergrad, I returned back to Queen’s and graduated
with a Certificate in Business from the Smith School
of Business. In January 2021, I started at the Canadian
College of Naturopathic Medicine to become a
naturopathic doctor; and have just completed
my second year.
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Rita Jurji (TMS’16)
After completing my undergraduate at Queen’s
University and receiving a Bachelor of Arts in
Global Development Studies, I decided to continue
in academia. For the past 2 years, I have been
completing a Master’s of Science in Sustainable
Development at the University of Sussex, which has
allowed me to deepen my knowledge in important
topics like climate change, policymaking, and
globalization.

Manish Muttukuru (TMS’16)

After graduating from TMS, I went on to graduate
from the University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier
University with a BMath and a BBA. The most valuable
part (or I should say parts) of the double-degree
program were the co-ops. The five 4-month terms gave
me real-life, firsthand experience within the finance
industry. I chose to pursue one of those roles full-time
upon graduation and currently work as an Analyst in
Corporate and Investment Banking at Scotiabank –
always still learning and excited to choose a specific
industry group!

Jathorsan Lingarajan (TMS’16)

I recently wrapped up my
undergraduate education with a
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of
Education at Queen’s University in
2021. Post-graduation, I was very
fortunate to intern for a federal cabinet minister
and at a policy think tank. Months after, I started
my Master's of International Affairs at the Norman
Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton
University. In my graduate education, I focus on
international trade and the role of education in
economic development in the Indo-Pacific region.
Lastly, I have commenced a new position as a Trade
Commissioner at Global Affairs Canada. TMS has
strengthened my bilingual proficiency, allowing me
to pursue several unique opportunities and preparing
me to be a robust multi-tasker throughout my
academic and professional journeys.
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Madison Muzzo (TMS’19)
I graduated from TMS in 2019
and have since been pursuing my
degree in Behavioural Neuroscience
with a minor in Global Health at
Northeastern University in Boston.
Presently, I am finishing up my co-op at Massachusetts
Eye and Ear Hospital, where I have been working
full-time as an Ophthalmic Assistant in the Cornea
Department for the past 6 months. I am also working
on writing a manuscript with some researchers
at Sunnybrook Hospital about improving the way
trauma team leaders across Canada disseminate
clinical practices and strategies. This summer I will
begin studying for the MCAT with intentions to attend
medical school in the future.

Julia Dancey (TMS’17)

I recently graduated from McMaster
University with an Honours BA
in Psychology, Neuroscience and
Behaviour, specializing in mental
health. I am currently working
towards an accelerated second degree in Kinesiology
at the University of British Columbia, while gaining
clinical and research experience in the healthcare
field (and exploring the beautiful West Coast!).
Subsequently, I plan on completing a Master’s degree
in Occupational Therapy, as my goal is to pursue a
career in the rehabilitation sciences, working with
individuals with disabilities to holistically improve
their functional independence.

Andrea Chang (TMS’19)

Since graduating from TMS in 2019,
I have completed the first three
years of my undergrad in the Arts
& Science program at McMaster
University. I’ve been fortunate to be
a part of many initiatives on and off campus over the
past few years, including as a member of the board of
directors of OPIRG McMaster this past year, a studentbased non-profit that works to empower students to
take action on issues of public interest. This summer,
I’m working as a Research Assistant at McMaster on
a project about community-engaged education, and
volunteering as a literacy tutor for young children
with learning disabilities.

Laheen Dhanidina (TMS’17)

Divya Vaghela (TMS’16)

Since TMS, I have graduated from McMaster
University where I completed my undergraduate
degree in Justice, Political Philosophy, and Law with
a minor in Biology. I recently finished my first year
of law school at the University of Windsor’s Faculty
of Law and will be joining the legal team at Capital
One this summer. I am excited to continue my legal
education and put my knowledge of Law & Order
to good use.

I am currently completing my Master’s of
Environment and Sustainability at Western
University, where I also did my undergraduate
degree in Political Science and Psychology. As
the final component of my Master’s this summer,
I am completing a remote co-op with a femaleled, United Kingdom based start-up called Beyond
Bamboo Global. As Beyond Bamboo’s Marketing and
Accreditation Specialist, I have been able to promote
our own B2B consultancy services and work with
various organizations around the world to help them
create sustainability policies, achieve environmental
accreditations, and source environmentally
sustainable products for their businesses.

Rebeca Russo (TMS’20)

After graduating TMS, I decided to attend Western
University where I’m studying Business and Digital
Communications. This summer, I’m working as an
Editorial Intern for a media publication based in New
York, covering the fashion, beauty and pop culture
spaces. After completing my undergraduate degree,
I hope to pursue further education to learn more
about the fashion industry.

Irfan Dhanidina (TMS’15)

After graduating from TMS in 2015, I completed
a BSc at Carleton University, followed by an MSc
at McGill University. Currently, I'm completing
an Accelerated MBA while working for Orion
Biotechnology. My position allows me to contribute
to drug discovery and business development, while I
travel across the world and broaden my perspective.

Parsa Youssefpour (TMS’18)

I am studying Mechanical
Engineering at the University of
Toronto, specializing in Mechatronic
and Energy streams. I am currently
completing a year-long co-op term in
the Research and Development Department of Magna
International as a Project Engineering Intern. For my
most recent project, I am creating a data-analysis
software to increase the efficiency of the prototype
testing process.

Evan Beri (TMS’19)

After completing my third year of
the Lassonde Mineral Engineering
program at the University of Toronto,
I have moved to Calgary for my
16-month PEY co-op at Imperial Oil.
I'll be working on the maintenance and expansion of
tailings facilities at the Kearl Oil Sands Project. Outside
of work, I spend a lot of time metal-working and
woodworking to satisfy my constant need to create.

Alexander Hanimyan (TMS’18)

I graduated from the School of
Journalism at Toronto Metropolitan
University (formerly known as
Ryerson University) in 2022. I am
currently interning with the Guelph
Nighthawks of the Canadian Elite Basketball League,
producing multimedia content for their social media
platforms and podcast. I have also been co-hosting a
hockey podcast, called the 2 on 1 podcast, for the last
3 years.

Have an Alumni Update to Share?
Email: alumni@tmsschool.ca so we can include
you in the next edition of GOING BEYOND!

Faculty & Staff Updates
The Community of Staff and Faculty at TMS evolves each year.
The following is a list of staff additions/changes since December 31, 2021.

New Hires
Name

Position

Azita Feyzie

Extended Care (LS)

Maria Johnson

Elementary Faculty

Doris Rackett

Director, Human Resources

Retirements

Name

Position

Brian Pastoor

Upper School Faculty

Maureen Pesner

Toddler/Children's House Faculty

Ivana Sconza

Elementary Faculty

Promotions/New Positions
Name
Lisa Cantor
Kara Latourell
Shauna Martini
Paul Yip
Crystal Winkley
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New Position
Learning Strategies, Upper School

Group Leader Humanities, Upper School

Elementary Integrator/Innovation Teacher
Elementary Coordinator

Community Development Coordinator

TMS

1961
GIVING
CIRCLE

Are you ready to #MakeYourPoint?
The TMS 1961 Giving Circle is a way to bring together Alumni who support TMS through their
ﬁnancial donations. It is a way for a unique and caring group of people who have experienced
the value of the TMS Journey to ensure that those still to come can beneﬁt from our many
learning spaces and opportunities. We’re asking TMS Alumni of all ages to #MakeYourPoint
through a donation to TMS.
Move the decimal point within our founding year of 1961 to the gift amount that’s right for you:

$19.61

$60.00 (Celebrate our 60th)

$196.10

$1961.00

Your generosity, no matter the
amount, will make an impact to
hundreds of TMS students, across
both of our campuses. This year, the
1961 Giving Circle will support our
TMS Titan Fund.

Join the TMS 1961 Giving
Circle, #MakeYourPoint,
and DONATE TODAY!

tmsschool.ca/alumni-giving-1961
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Community Picks
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Summer vacation may be just around the corner
but opportunities to learn never take a break!
We asked our Community Development Team at
TMS for 6 great app suggestions that you can use
to keep the students in your home learning and
entertained throughout the summer months!

Merlin Bird ID
There’s a good chance you’ll hear birds singing
throughout the summer, but do you know which
ones you are hearing? Merlin Bird ID allows you to
upload photos, use recorded sounds, navigate local
maps, or answer questions to figure out what birds
are living (and singing!) all around you! A great app
to use with your whole family! (All ages)
Crystal Winkley,
Community Development Coordinator

Seek (by iNaturalist)
While you’re out exploring the outdoors this summer,
your children can use Seek to identify plants, fungi,
and wildlife through image recognition technology.
You can even earn badges for identifying different
kinds of organisms! (All ages)
Silvana Fazzari,
Director of Enrolment Management

3
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Apps to Keep Your Kids Learning
(and Entertained) This Summer!

TMS GOING BEYOND - Spring / Summer 2022

Barefoot World Atlas
Travelling this summer? This interactive app
allows children to explore countries, landmarks,
and historical facts through engaging games and
quizzes. It’s a super-cool and fun way to learn about
geography, people and word cultures! (Ages 4+)
Ryan Rodrigues, Director of Development

Wordle

5

4

Wordle is a daily word game you can find online
(only available through web browser at: www.
nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html) It's fun,
simple and, like a crossword, can only be played once
a day. Every 24 hours there's a new 5-letter word
of the day, and it's up to you to figure out what it is!
Play together, or compare notes as a family! (Ages 5+)
Rakesh Tripathi, Director of Alumni and
Community Engagement

Podcasts
Podcasts (listened to through the podcasting app of your choice
– all operating systems have one or listen through Spotify,
etc.) are a great way to pass the time during a road trip, plane
ride, or even a long walk. There are hundreds to choose from
but here are two, perfect for different aged students:
•

•

Noodle Loaf – This is an interactive music education podcast for
kids. Episodes contain fun music for kids, movement activities,
rhythm games and plenty of learning through play. The show
is created by musician, early childhood music educator and
bestselling children's book author, Dan Saks and has episodes
for 0-5 year olds and 5-8 year olds!

Stuff You Missed In History Class – This podcast is ideal for teens
and tweens alike, bringing you episodes on weird events, overlooked
stories, and underrepresented groups. Episodes are short (between
20-40 minutes) and highly entertaining (check out the April 30th
episode covering Maria Montessori!).

Kirsten Eastwood, Executive Director,
Community Development

6

DuoLingo
Why not spend the summer months learning or practicing
a different language! Duolingo is an amazingly fun way
to learn 35+ different languages through quick, bite-sized
lessons that allow you to practice reading, speaking,
listening, and writing! Earn points and unlock different
levels as you go, making this app feel more like a game
than a lesson. (Ages 4+)
Marina Spalla, Assistant Director,
Enrolment Management
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