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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
I thought I might share a few recent anecdotes with you that 
really moved me this year and demonstrated to me the ever 
growing Culture of Giving and Citizenship at TMS. 

I proudly watched as our students hosted the second annual 
CIS Ontario Thrive Student Leadership conference. This is 
a TMS initiated and developed conference for student leaders 
throughout the independent school landscape in Ontario. 
The sun was shining through the beautiful glass frontage in 
our Student Commons at the Upper School as TMS students 
confidently and wisely presented ideas of leadership to the 
student council members at other independent schools. 

I attended the launch of our Innovation & Entrepreneurial 
Thinking Experience partnership with the Schulich School 
of Business at our Upper School Library. Early on a winter 
morning, the fireplace on, we gathered in that intimate setting 
as we hosted Professor Alan Middleton and his team. The event 
marked the first steps into this innovative cobranded program 
in which TMS students, along with international students, will 
develop their entrepreneurial thinking, make connections 
and build networks with some of Canada’s leading business 
professors and entrepreneurs.

I supported, in the smallest of roles, our ground breaking 
360°kids Experience where our Grade 6 students slept at TMS, 
taking part in a variety of challenging activities. This is a TMS 
developed experience for students in which they can learn, 
at an age appropriate level, what it feels like to be a homeless 
youth. We gathered in the Studio at the Lower School with the 
Mayor and a York Regional Police Inspector to launch the event. 
It is humbling that so many other schools are reaching out 
asking to replicate the concept at their schools.

I suppose this article reads like an exposé on leading 
programs being developed at TMS. It’s not – I’d need a 
much longer article. Rather, the words I’d like to draw your 
attention to in this article are the supporting words - Student 
Commons, Library and Studio – the spaces within which each 
of these ground-breaking programs took place, the spaces 
that added an ideal setting where excellence and community 
and student experience could be developed, the spaces that 
allowed our students to gain the sort of experiences that will 
shape their very future. Appropriately, we do not spend much 
time thinking about those spaces – their purpose is to offer 
the backdrop against which our students can shine. But those 
spaces are essential.

My job grants me the knowledge of the past parents who 
financially helped TMS build those spaces, spaces that, in the 
absence of their support, would not have been part of our 
School. Those people are no longer at TMS; their children have 
long since graduated. They do not inquire regularly about the 
activities that occur in those spaces. But they understood both 
the opportunity and impact they could make, not only on the 
learning experiences of their own children but, as importantly, 
the learning experiences of generations of children to come.

We are in the process of adding new spaces to our School 
(which will you read about in this issue), spaces that will 
transform not only the learning of your children but also 
the learning of children for generations to come. We have 
an opportunity as a community to consider the many and 
various ways we can each play a part in this exciting time 
of growth and development at TMS, as we strive together 
towards Significance.

David Young,  
Head of School,  
TMS
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“   We have an opportunity as 
a community to consider 
the various ways we can 
each play a part in this 
exciting time at TMS.



TMS ALUMNI EVENT SERIES

JOIN US FOR
ALUMNI SPEED MENTORING

Friday, May 31, 2019
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Reception with light refreshments will be served. 

TMS Upper School
500 Elgin Mills Rd. East, 
Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 5G1

Attention all TMS Alumni! Join us for our first 
ever TMS Speed Mentoring Event!  

Interested in sharing and learning about 
careers, job search tips, soft skill development, 
and post-secondary advice? Here is your 
chance!  This event will match up TMS Alumni, 
Parents and Community Partners for a series 
of short 1:1 conversations to help you 
network and develop as a professional. 

BUSINESS  |  ENTREPRENEURSHIP  |  EDUCATION  |  STEM |  ARTS  |  HEALTHCARE  |  AND MORE!

Interested Alumni shoud RSVP 
by Friday, May 17, 2019 to:

alumni@tmsschool.ca 

Parents and/or Alumni looking to mentor 
at the event shoud contact:

keastwood@tmsschool.ca 

Bring Your Burning Professional 
Questions For Discussion!



Upcoming 
Events
April 25
Upper School 
Performing Arts Night

May 3
ALL IN TMS Gala 
and Casino Night

May 22
New Parents Evening 

May 28
Parent Volunteer Thank You 
Celebration 

May 29
Upper School Graduation 
and Prom

June 10/11
Toddler Celebrations

June 12
Children’s House 3, Grade 3, 
and Grade 6 Celebrations

June 14
Last Day of School

June 24
Discovery Day Camp Begins

August 26 
DP Students (Grades 11-12) 
classes start (Noon)

September 3
MYP Students (Grades 7-10) 
classes start

September 3
Toddler and CH1 Phase-In 
Begins. CH2 and new to 
CH3 begin modified hours. 
Grades 1, 4, 5, 6 and New to 
TMS Lower School Students 
begin at 8:30, Grades 2 and 3 
begin at 9:30.

September 4
Toddler and CH1 Phase-In 
continues.  CH2 and new to 
CH3 continue modified hours.  
Elementary Students begin 
regular hours.

September 5
All Toddler and Children’s 
House students begin 
regular hours.

Lower School Construction Begins
You may have noticed by now that construction has 
begun at the Lower School! The steel structure for our 
new Entrance, Atrium and Gym is in progress. You can 
clearly see the size and scale of the new spaces! This 
work will continue over the summer with a targeted 
completion date of Fall 2019. Follow progress on 
our TMS Instagram account (@tmsschool) over the 
summer break!

Gala Planning Committee In Full Swing
Planning for this year’s TMS ALL IN Gala and Casino Night (being 
held on May 3, 2019) kicked off in December 2018 and has been 
in full swing ever since! Co-Chaired by Cheryl Cheung and Pia 
Galati, the event is being designed through the tireless efforts of 
a group of Parent Volunteers whose focus is to create an event 
that engages, excites, and surprises all members of our School 
community. Thank you to everyone donating their time, talent 
and treasure towards what we know will be an amazing event!

TMS in the News
TMS Head of School David Young was featured in an 
interview profile in the Auroran newspaper (and online 
news portal), for receiving a prestigious Fellowship 
to the Klingenstein Center for Independent School 
Leadership’s 2019 Heads of Schools program at Teachers 
College, Columbia University (New York). Mr. Young is the 
only Canadian Head of School to be awarded the fellowship 
this year. Congratulations Mr. Young!

TMS First: Warm Wednesday
Grade 2 students Massimo and Teagan 
showed their entrepreneurial spirit, 

bringing the idea of ‘Warm Wednesday’ to 
the TMS Lower School. For the first time 

ever, students across the campus had the 
opportunity to wear their coziest pajamas 
to school. Thank you for bringing so much 

joy to the school Massimo and Teagan! 

TED Talk Elementary Parents Group
Elementary parents participated in TMS’ first TED 
Talk discussion group in February, exploring the 
topic “Is a child’s success more than just grades 

and test scores?” The group watched a TED 
Talk from Julie Lythcott-Haims (former Dean of 
Freshmen at Stanford University), and had the 

opportunity to explore the concepts raised and 
share parenting experiences as a group.

Upper School Titans’ Activity
In January, our Upper School students 

celebrated Titans’ Week with a variety of 
activities including pep rallies and a talent 

show. But that’s not all! In March, our Titans 
explored the wonderful world of CHESS, 
making their own Human Chess Board!

TMS Moments
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S TMS has garnered a reputation for 
creating an extraordinary learning 
environment. Throughout the School, 
from the youngest learners in the Toddler 
Program to alumni who return again and 
again to visit, students are passionately 
engaged in their academic pursuits.  
Read about the latest updates 
in Academics at TMS.
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Upper School Personal  
Project Fair 
Upper School Grade 10 students hosted their Personal 
Project Fair in January! The Personal Projects are a 
significant piece of work that is the product of the student’s 
own initiative and creativity and reflects the student’s 
interests and understanding in a global context. Topics 
included: a photography exhibit of the GTA, the role of 
‘misery’ in people’s lives, and a portfolio of re-imagined 
NHL jerseys (that were featured on TSN). 
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Elementary Expos 
Our first ever series of Elementary Expos in January was 
a raving success.  The exhibits of various presentations 
and materials across the Elementary grades illustrated 
the wonderful journey TMS students take.  Students were 
delighted to present different areas of study based on a 
variety of inquiry-based questions across the four TMS 
pillars: Academics, Arts, Athletics and Citizenship.

Concours d’art Oratoire 
French Competition 
In February, TMS hosted the Concours d’art Oratoire French 
Competition with over 100 participants from 13 Independent 
Schools from across the GTA and York Region. TMS had a total 
of 10 students participating: Alex C., Lauren B., Alexander D-M. 
(Grade 6 Core French Winner), Tania T., Matthew C-K. 
(Grade 5 Extended Winner), Sophie L., Sanam S. (Grade 8 
Extended Winner), Katie C. (Grade 4 Immersion Winner), 
Renee C., and Nancy W.

Tech Innovation 
at the Lower School 
Our Lower School students continue to push the envelope with 
technology! Grade 5 and 6 students are working on a Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them project - a 3D printed project, 
with an augmented reality component to it. All our Grade 6 
students have also participated in 3D printing projects. 

The TMS Drone Racing Team also did their first actual field 
flight in February!

TMS Schulich Innovation 
& Entrepreneurial Thinking 
Experience Update 
This July, Grade 9 and 10 students will take part in the first 
ever TMS Schulich Innovation & Entrepreneurial Thinking 
Experience - a collaboration between the Schulich Executive 
Education Centre, Innovation York at York University, and TMS. 
This is the first time Schulich has entered into a program like 
this with an independent school.

The Experience is designed to provide a real business learning 
environment and a well-structured program that enables 
students to explore their personal interests in innovation and 
entrepreneurship, to apply an entrepreneurial thinking lens 
to their work and to learn foundational business management 
knowledge.

On Feb. 22nd students participated in the Schulich Experience 
Launch (pictured here) and will participate in a Design Thinking 
session prior to the Experience start date.
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THRIVE Student Leadership  
Symposium 2019
For the second year, TMS hosted the THRIVE Leaders Symposium 
in collaboration with CIS Ontario. THRIVE is an inter-school 
student leadership collaboration event where students participate 
in seminar discussions on topics relevant to their leadership 
in school, and network with others in a similar role to foster 
collaboration in the future. Students also learned hard skills for 
problem-solving in their own unique leadership environments. 
TMS will host the THRIVE Symposium in 2020 as well.

Celebrating Montessori 
Education Week
This year, February 25th to March 1st marked the 2019 
Montessori Education Week. Students in our Children’s 
House completed a number of activities celebrating all things 
Montessori including writing and illustrating stories about 
attending TMS while our Toddler students created peace poles 
in honour of Dr. Montessori’s focus on peace education.

Learning STEAM Early
Children’s House students continued their journey of 
exploration and discovery through fun and exciting STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) activities. 
In February, students collaborated in small groups to build 
polar bear dens out of toothpicks and marshmallows, exploring 
what it means to build structures using non-standard building 
materials.

Innovation and Entrepreneurship  
for Homelessness
Lucas Chang from Y2Labs, a leader in helping students 
cultivate an entrepreneurial mindset, facilitated a workshop 
titled, “The Empathy Project,” for our Upper Elementary 
students in January. This initiative directly connects to the 
Knowledge Building workshops our students have been 
engaged in as they learn about the needs of the youth who 
utilize the resources 360°kids has to offer.

The students worked to identify the problems homeless youth 
face and come up with possible solutions to meet the fundamental 
needs of those youth (some of which they discovered are actual 
products on the market!). These sessions help our students 
to build empathy and understand the impact of the challenges 
surrounding youth homelessness.

Did You Know?
Dr. Maria Montessori graduated from the Faculty of 
Medicine of the University of Rome in 1896, and was 
the first woman to practice medicine in Italy.



AR
TS

Students thrive artistically at TMS, 
working individually or in groups with 
guidance and support. Our Lower and 
Upper School students are encouraged 
to explore new ideas and concepts 
and showcase their talent whenever 
possible. Read about the latest 
updates in the Arts at TMS.
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Upper Elementary Play 
Each year, our Upper Elementary students have 
the opportunity to audition for and participate in 
a theatrical production. These productions range 
from well-known plays to adaptations of Broadway 
musicals. This year’s production was Shrek the 
Musical Jr. - an exciting story about embracing our 
individuality and the importance of diversity in our 
lives. Over 45 Upper Elementary students took part 
as actors/actresses, stage crew and stage managers 
as TMS took over the stage at the beautiful Aga 
Khan Museum. At this facility, students get a truly 
professional experience as they have access to 
dressing rooms and a theatre complete with state-
of-the-art technology. Each year, students come 
away from the Upper Elementary production eager 
to begin their next show!
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Celebrating Art Anthology Fall 
Contest Winners 
The International Celebrating Art Anthology announced winners 
for their fall contest and we are so pleased that the work of 39 
TMS students was published in the Fall 2018 edition. The 
top 25% of those entered are chosen to be published in this 
beautiful book of art recognition. TMS also received two High 
Merit acknowledgements for our students: Vanessa Z. and Grace 
Z., both Grade 6 students. The High Merit acknowledgement 
recognizes high quality art and makes special mention in the 
book of select student art pieces they feel are worthy of extra 
appreciation, in skill and creativity. Artwork featured here 
done by: Ethan K., Grade 3.

Conference of Independent 
Schools Music Festival and 
Choir Updates 
This year, our TMS Junior Choir has evolved and expanded to 
now include students from all Lower Elementary grade levels. 
Students meet each Monday morning in order to sing together 
as we prepare for various performances throughout the year. 

In early April, members of our Senior Choir and Upper School 
Choir participated in the Conference of Independent Schools 
Musical Festival (CISMF) at Roy Thompson Hall. Our Senior 
Choir members joined with other students from all Ontario 
Independent schools to create the Junior Choir for CISMF. In 
addition, the following TMS students were featured at the event:

• Angie X. - Soprano soloist for this year’s Senior Choir
• Eileen W. - 1st clarinet for Wind Ensemble
• Christian N. and Jasper N.  

Baritone and Trombone in Symphonic Band
• Charlize Y., Irfan A. and Alex Z. 

Clarinets in Symphonic Band
• Audric P. - Trumpet in Concert Band
• Lauren R. - Alto in Senior Choir

All of these featured performers audition for these positions 
against students from all 46 schools across the Conference of 
Independent Schools. Congratulations all!

RMG Exposed Photo Contest 
Winner Michelle N.
RMG Exposed is an annual juried photography competition 
held at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa to promote 
contemporary photography. Michelle N., a TMS Grade 12 student 
was one of forty photo contest winners. Her photograph, entitled 
‘Support’, was chosen as a finalist for the event and Michelle 
was invited to attend the Silent Auction in November. The show 
received over 400 submissions from across Canada and the 
United States, but only 40 were chosen. All the money raised 
by artists and the auction go to support a free arts program 
for children, families, and those who face obstacles accessing 
art. Congratulations Michelle!
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Senior Concert Band at the 
York Region Music Alive Festival 
This year, our Senior Concert Band (made up of Grade 5 
and 6 students), will participate in the York Region Music 
Alive Festival in April. For many years, this band has been 
recognized for their young age and ability, often performing 
alongside students years older (and much bigger!) than 
themselves with excellent results. This April the band will 
again take part in the Festival and members look forward to 
not only hearing other bands perform, but gaining valuable 
tips and insights from a professional adjudicator to help as 
they move on to music at the Upper School. 

Julian L. - Crescendo 
International Competition 
2nd Place
Julian L., Grade 6 student at TMS, participated in and won 
2nd place in the Crescendo International Competition held 
on November 23, 2018 at the Steinway Music Hall in Toronto. 
The piece he played was ‘Invention No.8 in F Major’ by J.S. 
Bach. The Crescendo Competition aims to reward those who 
demonstrate a passion for music and show considerable progress, 
talent and unwavering dedication. All the winners were invited to 
join the Winners’ Concert at the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, 
New York, in February, 2019. Congratulations Julian!

Upper School Play
January saw a wonderful performance of the play ‘Unhappily 
Ever After’, directed and performed by TMS Upper School 
students. The play is a comedic musical play about some of our 
favorite fairy tale characters and their life after finding a happy 
ending. The play was co-directed and produced by Abby M. and 
Michaela H. and received support from: Ms. Warren and the Duct 
Tape Brigade (sets and costumes), Mr. Marles and the singing 
committee (learning lyrics and melodies) and Mr. Budd and 
Mme Coudert (lines, voice projection and blocking). “Overall, the 
main thing I took away from this experience was all the valuable 
leadership skills that I learned”, said Abby M. “I loved working 
with each and every member and it was a great experience”.

Introducing the TMS Junior Band! 
In order to meet the needs of our students, who are eager and 
engaged musicians, we have introduced the TMS Junior Band 
this year! This group of budding instrumentalists began to meet 
weekly in January. The group has been so popular that over 
50% of Grade 4 students are now involved! Being a part of this 
group provides a fun and educational opportunity for students 
to practice and enhance their performance skills while meeting 
new friends, and working together as part of a team. We are 
looking forward to showcasing the work of the band for the 
first time at the Spring Music Sharing event in May.



AT
HL

ET
IC

S TMS is committed to excellence in Athletics as 
a part of a larger commitment to excellence 
in Education. At TMS, athletics is an integral 
component of student life and we strive 
to provide an innovative and successful 
program. Read about the latest updates 
in Athletics at TMS.
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Senior Girls Volleyball Team 
For the 3rd year in a row, our Senior Girls Volleyball team earned 1st place overall after league play, going undefeated with 
a 12 – 0 record. They then hosted the CISAA Championship at home and continued the trend, with undefeated matches 
resulting in two straight, three set wins to earn the Championship Banner and the Gold Medal.
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U10 and U12 Indoor Soccer
Our U10 Indoor Soccer team played their tournament on 
November 27th at the Hangar Sports and Events Centre at 
Downsview Park.  It was a great day watching experienced 
players as well as some rookie soccer players come together as 
a team.  They worked hard and encouraged each other along the 
way.  Our TMS U12 Indoor Soccer team (comprised of Grade 5 
and Grade 6 students) competed in the Tier 1 SSAF tournament 
on October 22nd against fifteen other schools. They battled each 
game with grit and determination. We are looking forward to 
our outdoor soccer season in the spring term!

Senior Girls Field Hockey 
Our TMS Senior Girls Field Hockey team took home the 
Silver after an impressive Final Four finish. Girls Field Hockey 
originated as a Sport Offering at TMS in 2014/2015 and then 
became a Varsity program. Since then, the program has grown 
to encompass both senior and junior teams.  Over 36 girls 
participate in the sport, and are coached by our in-house 
expert and OUA Field Hockey All Star, Mary-Jo O’Brien.  
This year was our first year to have both teams advance 
to play-offs and earn a silver medal at the Senior Level.

Lower School Cross Country
This year’s team showed resilience and perseverance by 
practicing their runs around the modified playground. Each 
week, by tracking their times, runners were all successful at 
beating personal bests. This was also evident at both races 
at Milne and Sunnybrook Parks. A great time was had by all 
participants. Personal accomplishments to be recognized are: 

• Under 10 Girls Ryleigh M. who came in 2nd place
• Under 12 Talia L. who came in 3rd place overall

U10 Tier 1 Basketball
Our U10 Tier 1 Basketball team had a great season but lost in 
the semi-finals to Bond (who won the tournament) by a score 
of 18-15. The team was down 12-2, came back and even took 
the lead by 1 point, but unfortunately could not hold on. They 
then went on to win the 3rd/4th place game by defeating Central 
Montessori Schools by a score of 13-8. At the end of the day, 
they won four games and lost two games (18-15, 14-13).

U12 Tier 1 Basketball 
Our TMS U12 team had a great time playing together but lost 
in the semi-finals to Bond 22-20. They won three games and lost 
three. Their three losses were by a cumulative total of 4 points 
(22-21, 22-20, 15-14)! The team played well all day, never 
gave up and was within a shot of victory in all three games.
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Upper School Girls Basketball
Our TMS U14 Girls Basketball team earned the Consolation Final 
and 3rd place overall. Our Senior Girls team earned 2nd place 
overall and are silver medalists.

U14 Curling
The TMS U14 Curling team earned 2nd place overall and the silver 
medal at the CISAA Championships. TMS has four competitive 
Curlers on both our U14 and Open Curling Teams, as well as 
a roster of alternates that regularly train with our team in 
the morning at the Richmond Hill Curling Club.  This program 
continues to grow at TMS, with each team earning accolades 
through CISAA competition, consistently advancing to play-offs 
and earning top finishes and back-to-back silver medals.

Senior Boys Basketball 
Our Senior Boys Basketball Team earned 2nd place overall and 
the silver medal at CISAA Championships this year. The Senior 
Boys team at TMS is traditionally very strong; in the last 5 years 
of CISAA competition, they have earned three gold medals 
(banners) and two silver medals at Championship tournaments.

U13 Girls Volleyball DII
For the first time ever at TMS, we fielded a U13 Girls Volleyball 
DII team. Not only did these athletes advance to the Final 
Four tournament, they won the Consolation Finals and placed 
3rd overall. The “D” level classifications rank each school by 
population size/based on gender. Because there is no DIII level, 
our U13 team competed against larger schools and faced much 
stronger competition.

Junior Girls Volleyball 
Our TMS Junior Girls Volleyball Team earned 2nd place 
overall after league play, advancing to the Final Four CISAA 
Championship Tournament at St. John’s-Kilmarnock (SJK) and 
earning the Championship Banner and gold medal.  In the past, 
our Junior Girls Volleyball Team has had impressive seasons 
and have regularly advanced to quarter finals and final fours, 
however, they have never earned the gold medal/Banner for this 
respective age group.  This team went undefeated during league 
play, with the exception of giving up two matches to the first 
place and host school SJK.  They were seeded lower heading into 
the Final Four Tournament and were able to find a way to beat 
the #1 seed which was a very impressive and unexpected finish.



C
ITI

ZE
N

SH
IP Citizenship and giving back are important 

parts of student life at TMS. Across all levels of 
the school students are involved in (and often 
lead) raising funds for worthwhile causes, 
donating their time to build awareness 
of social issues and using their 
powerful voices to make change 
happen. Read about the latest 
updates in Citizenship at TMS. 
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Celebrating Heritage Day 
at the Lower School 
February 11th marked Heritage Day at the Lower 
School where all students were encouraged to 
wear the traditional clothing of their culture or 
family heritage, and share in the traditional foods 
and snacks of their background! Heritage Day is a 
wonderful opportunity for all students to embrace 
the diversity of our School and learn something new 
about a culture which they may not be familiar.
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Lollipop Sales for Blue 
Door Shelters
Five Grade 3 students at TMS put the concept of Head, Heart and 
Hands into action for Valentine’s Day, selling lollipops to Lower 
School students to raise money in support of Blue Door Shelters. 
The girls raised an incredible $720 which will be used to help 
families in York Region get back on their feet. 

Justice League Cooks 
for a Cause
In March, the TMS Upper School Justice League, joined by several 
Grade 5 and 6 students from the Lower School worked together 
to prepare 30 casseroles for the Good Shepherd Toronto – 
an organization that has served homeless and disadvantaged 
individuals in Toronto since 1963.

TMS 360°kids Sleepover
On February 22nd, over 30 Grade 6 students took part in 
the second annual ‘TMS 360°kids Experience Sleepover’. 
Students got to experience a night in the life of a homeless youth 
by taking part in a variety of activities, including building shelters 
to sleep outside for a portion of the evening. Most importantly, 
the students fundraised over $5000 in support of 360°kids - 
a York Region organization that supports homeless youth.

This is the second time TMS and 360°kids have partnered on 
such an event. TMS has been a partner of 360°kids for the 
last 3 years as part of the school’s commitment to growing 
citizenship within the student body.

Student Initiatives for 360°kids 
(Cookie Sale and Craft Sale)
Inspired by the entrepreneurial spirit of their peers, two groups 
of students created amazing opportunities to raise additional 
funds for 360°kids. Grade 6 students Mikayla T. and Antonia Z. 
sold homemade cookies on Valentine’s Day to students and 
staff, and the Grade 6 girls in room 320 created and sold 
handmade bookmarks in March. 

Did You Know?
TMS Students have raised over $13,000 for 360°kids 
over the last 3 years.
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Service Trip to Ecuador
Over the March Break, 9 students from Grades 10 to 12 travelled 
to Ecuador on a service trip with Me to We – an organization 
that provides economic opportunity and charitable support 
within their network of communities. Students visited the 
Hatun Urku community to see local schools in action, volunteer 
with clean water projects and learn about the growth of local 
women’s groups. The students also got to explore Ecuador’s 
ancient & Indigenous cultures.

Cokethorpe Exchange 
Student Visit
In March, TMS was pleased to welcome students from the 
Cokethorpe School in Oxfordshire, England, Harley C. and 
Rachel H. Hosted by TMS students Madison M. and Anik B., the 
students were able to get a glimpse of student life in Canada, and 
visit some sites along the way. In addition, both students were 
able to take part in the THRIVE Student Leadership Symposium. 
This visit follows Madison and Anik’s visit to Cokethorpe School 
in June 2018.

‘Save the Animals’ Coffee House
On March 7th, Upper School students Julia S. and Emily 
W. organized a ‘Save the Animals’ Coffeehouse in support 
of animal protection. A full-day event where Upper School 
students could wear purple clothing and purple ribbons 
(marking their support for the organization World Animal 
Protection), students could also sign-up for an ‘open-mic’ 
performance, view the latest works of the Photography Club, 
and grab snacks from a snack bar run for the event. In all, 
the event raised $800 in support of animal protection. Special 
thanks to the following people who supported the event: 
Vanessa H., Chloe B., Angie X., Emily L., Angie, Chandana 
M., Meryum H., the TMS Photography Club, Mr. Pastoor 
and Mr. Marles. A special shout-out to all the performers 
for doing such an amazing job. For some it was their first 
time performing, and for some of our graduating students 
it was their last. Well done!

Pink Shirt Day at TMS
TMS once again saw students across both our Upper and 
Lower Schools participating in Pink Shirt Day on February 
27th. Pink Shirt Day is an international (though it originated 
in Canada) day to stand up against bullying and recognize 
anti-bullying initiatives.
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Meet  
the TMS 
Board of 
Trustees

TMS is a not-for-profit, registered charity and, 
as such, relies on the guidance and strategic 
insight of a volunteer Board of Trustees.

TMS has a committed and diverse Board 
of Trustees – all volunteers from both the 
School Community and the community at 
large. The Board’s mandate is to ensure the 
successful fulfillment of TMS’ financial and 
legal responsibilities as well as the selection, 
support and evaluation of the Head of School. 
The operation of the School is the responsibility 
of the Head, David Young, who, with the support 
of his leadership team, oversees the daily 
operations, sets the pedagogical direction 
and implements TMS Board policies.

Members of the TMS Board of Trustees:

Greg Kanargelidis (Chair)

Greg Kanargelidis is the current Chair of the Board of Trustees at TMS. A lawyer and partner 
with the firm Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP, Greg and his family are longstanding members of 
the TMS Community (over 18 years), with all three of his children attending the School. Greg 
first joined the Board in 2008 and assumed the role of Chair in December, 2018.

Deborah McMillan (Chair, Finance Committee)

Deborah McMillan is Chair of the TMS Finance Committee (a committee of the Board of 
Trustees), and a Trustee of TMS. In addition to being a TMS parent since 2007, Deborah is 
the Founder and CEO of Knowledge Makes Cents, a financial literacy academy for children. 
Deborah brings with her a wealth of experience in the financial sector, as well as experience 
supporting a number of community non-profits as a volunteer.
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To Anh Tran (Secretary)

To Anh Tran is a senior corporate digital executive with more than 15 years of industry 
experience in a variety of senior leadership roles at organizations like General Electric 
Power Systems and DundeeWealth Corporation. To Anh Tran joined the TMS Board of 
Trustees in 2010 and holds the position of Secretary for the Board. In addition to supporting 
the school that her son attended since Children’s House, To Anh sought a volunteer 
opportunity where she could leverage her skills in branding and innovation and give 
something back to the community.

Yalda Riahi
Yalda Riahi is General Counsel to Mircom Group of Companies, a member of the Board of 
Directors of Mackenzie Health Foundation and an active member of the TMS community. 
Yalda’s children and nephews are current TMS students and her husband a TMS alumnus. 
Yalda joined the TMS Board of Trustees in 2018, for an opportunity to contribute to a cause 
close to her heart at an institution of which she is proud.

Thomas Lo
A passionate technologist and entrepreneur, Thomas is a co-founder and CEO of Financialogix 
Group. Thomas joined the TMS Board of Trustees in 2014, inspired to get involved by the 
leadership at TMS and wanting an opportunity to support students as well as learn from 
the expertise of other Board volunteers.

Bowen Lew
Bowen Lew is a recent addition to the TMS Board of Trustees, having joined in late 2018, and 
brings with him an abundance of business experience as the President of Sure Way Properties. 
Bowen and his family have been members of the TMS Community since 2015. He soon became 
impressed with the direction and leadership of the school, and wanted to give back to the School 
in a way that would utilize his skills.



How Philanthropy is 
Transforming TMS

Building
for theFuture
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Looking to a future that is bold, creative, and intentional, 
TMS is revitalizing our two campuses (our Lower School 
at Bayview and Hwy 7 and our Upper School at Bayview 
and Elgin Mills) into impressive fixtures in our community 
through a multi-year campus redevelopment plan. TMS 
programming is exceptional and internationally recognized. 
Through the generosity of our Family of Donors, the spaces 
in which our students learn will match the caliber of our 
classroom experiences.

Read more about the power of philanthropy at our School.
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Each day at TMS, over 775 students walk through our doors full 
of curiosity, wonder, and a drive to learn through creativity, and 
innovation. Our staff and faculty know our students well and 
have worked tirelessly to ensure that the programs we deliver 
match that drive head-on, inspiring a life-long passion for 
learning and a vision to improve the world around them.

The growth and expansion of TMS over the years has been 
made possible almost entirely by the generosity of our TMS 
families. TMS is an independent school and a not-for-profit 
registered charity which means that we receive no support from 
the government and thus, must fund all school expansions and 
improvements ourselves. While the tuition our families pay 
each year makes our extraordinary day-to-day programming 
and operations possible, it is the philanthropic support of 
our Community that is allowing TMS to go forward with this 
ambitious, multi-year Campus Redevelopment Plan. 

Building Project Highlights
The Campus Redevelopment Plan is a complex project that 
will take place over multiple phases (stretching approximately 
3-4 years in total). While some spaces will be completely new 
builds, others will be redevelopments of existing spaces for 
more updated use with our current students and the work 
that they do. 

Presented here are some highlights of the multiple phases of 
construction, and what we anticipate each will include. While 
we have tried to be as comprehensive as we can, anyone who 
has experience in any kind of renovation project knows that 
timelines and milestones are subject to change for a variety of 
reasons and, as such, we want to note the same is possible with 
the many phases of the TMS Campus Development Plan.

PHASE 1: 
Lower School Expansion

Summer 2018 – Late Fall 2019

This first phase of the development plan will include adding 
four beautiful new spaces to our Lower School that include:

Main Entrance and Atrium

The entrance to a school sets the tone for the TMS experience 
for both students and parents. We will create an expansive and 
uniquely designed entrance through which the majority of our 
families and visitors will enter the Lower School each day, and 
use as a place to congregate and connect with other members 
of the TMS Community.

The Grove

The Grove will be an outdoor learning area that provides a slice 
of nature within the school. Located between classrooms and the 
Atrium, this green space will allow for quiet reflection, study of 
the environment and a unique meeting place.

Full-Sized Gym

TMS values a life-long love of fitness and activity, knowing how 
this impacts learning. A full-sized Gym will provide great benefits 
for our daily Physical Education program and allow our sports 
teams to host competitive athletic events.

Conceptual Rendering: Upper School Student Commons
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PHASE 2:  
Lower School Redevelopment

In this second phase of construction, existing spaces in our Lower 
School will be redeveloped into two highly anticipated resources.

Lower School Performing Arts Centre

By building a new Gym in Phase 1, we free up a perfect 
space to convert into a flexible Performing Arts Centre. The 
new space will be used for class projects, assemblies, major 
School performances, Admissions Open Houses, and parent 
engagement events, with equipment specifically designed 
for those uses.

Lower School Dining Room

With the addition of a Performance Space and Theatre, we 
will transform what is now the Studio into a Dining Hall for 
our Upper Elementary students. We recognize the value of a 
community coming together to share a meal, so this space will 
be renovated for older Lower School students and staff and 
faculty to have lunch together. As we build the Dining Hall and 
Kitchen at the Upper School, we anticipate the students having 
access to a healthy hot meal each day.

PHASE 3: Upper School 
Expansion and Redevelopment

In this third phase of development, we will focus on our Upper 
School and building spaces that will not only enhance the overall 
campus experience, but expand our offering to TMS Upper School 
students and families. Projects within this phase include:

Dining Hall and Kitchen 
New Student Commons 
Entrance and Atrium

The Way Forward
While TMS has received incredible generosity from donors 
across the TMS community, more is needed to ensure we meet 
our goal to support this multi-faceted project. Annual gifts 
(of a $1000 minimum donation) made by June 14, 2019, will 
be uniquely recognized on the Year of the Build Challenge 
donor recognition installation which will be located in the new 
Atrium of our Lower School. Exclusive naming opportunities 
also exist within both campuses, giving donor families 
distinctive recognition for their generosity. 

To explore the philanthropic support opportunity that best fits 
your family, contact Rakesh Tripathi, TMS Advancement Office at: 
advancement@tmsschool.ca, calling 905-889-6882 Ext. 2248, 
or visiting tmsschool.ca for more information.

“ We know that the energy and 
positive dynamic of beautiful learning 
spaces will have a huge impact on our 
students’ overall experience at TMS. Donor 
support means we can build exceptional 
spaces for learning and innovation, giving 
TMS students even greater opportunity to 
inspire positivity, develop entrepreneurial 
thinking, nurture resilience, and provide 
an engaging place to build connections 
and relationships for years to come.

David Young, Head of School

Conceptual Rendering: Lower School Atrium
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1990s
Dr. Alexandra Makos 
TMS Alumna (and current TMS parent) Alexandra Mako has been 
named the Technology Theme Leader for the Masters of Education 
in Developmental and Educational Psychology program at OISE/UofT. 

2010s
Chase Drieberg
A Grade 12 TMS graduate from 2018, Chase Drieberg is currently studying 
at the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communications 
at Arizona State University, doing a combined Bachelor's and Master’s 
Degree in Sports Journalism. During the school year, Chase is also the 
colour commentator for Arizona State Sun Devils’ hockey on the PAC-12 
Network, a writer and reporter for ‘Devils in Detail’ on Arizona State 
baseball and hockey, and he hosts a specialty show and sports update 
on KASC Blaze Radio, ASU’s nationally ranked student-run station. This 
summer, Chase will be one of an exclusive group of interns at Sportsnet.

Naila Ayala
Naila graduated from TMS in 2015 and is currently finishing an MSc in 
Neuroscience. Naila will work with a rehabilitation clinic over the summer 
before starting a PhD program at the University of Waterloo this September.

Neema Safari
Neema Safari is currently in his third year of dentistry at a University 
in Australia.  He currently has three clinical sessions per week where 
he meets patients, develops treatment plans, and performs clinical 
procedures which he is really enjoying.  He also recently took a trip to 
Botswana and South Africa (his first trip abroad without family) which 
was a life-changing experience.

Avery Donkin 
Avery Donkin, TMS 2015, graduates from Queen’s University this year 
with a Bachelor’s of Honours Science with a Major in Biology. She will 
be enrolling at the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Toronto 
to pursue a DDS beginning this fall. 

Alumni Updates
2019 will mark the 10th year of Grade 12 Graduates from TMS Upper School  

(and nearly 60 years of students). Our Alumni are finding Significance at all ages 
and life stages. Read below for updates on just some of our TMS Alumni.

ABOVE: Chase Drieberg, Commentator  
for Arizona State Sun Devils. 

BELOW: Avery Donkin, 2015 TMS Graduate.

Have an Alumni Update to Share?
Email: alumni@tmsschool.ca so we can include 

you in the next edition of Going Beyond. 
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Alumni Speed  
Mentoring Event
May 31st, 5:30 to 8:00 pm

Join us for our first ever TMS Speed Mentoring Event! Interested in sharing and learning about careers, job search tips, 
soft skill development, and post-secondary advice? Here is your chance! This event will match up TMS Alumni, Parents 

and Community Partners for a series of short 1:1 conversations to help you network and develop as a professional.

Interested Alumni should RSVP by Friday, 
May 17, 2019 to: alumni@tmsschool.ca

Parents and/or Alumni looking to be a 
Mentor, email: keastwood@tmsschool.ca

Get on the TMS 
Alumni Portal!

TMS is currently working to expand the 
Alumni Portal on our website to include a 
robust new directory and ongoing updates 
to keep our TMS alumni connected. If you 
would like access to the directory, email: 
alumni@tmsschool.ca to receive your unique 
username and password and start filling out 
your alumni profile and see what your fellow 
alumni are doing!

REMINDER



BUY YOUR RAFFLE 
TICKETS NOW!
Tickets are on sale now for 

incredible raffle prizes that will 
be drawn at the TMS ALL IN Gala 

and Casino night! Tickets will 
remain on sale on event night.

YOUR
NAME
HERE

PRIZE 1

PRIZE 2

Your very own reserved parking 
spot at TMS for 1 year 

(for either campus).
$25/ticket 

A beautiful black studded 
Valentino Garavani handbag. 
$20/ticket

Purchase event and 
raffle tickets at the Main 
Office of either campus 
or go online:
tmsschool.ca/parent/allin

SILENT AUCTION STAND-OUTS
A reminder that this year’s 

Gala will feature amazing silent 
auctions items including “Class-
room Keepsakes” and the Top 5 

prints from the Upper School 
Photo Contest.  Get ready to bid!
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Faculty & Staff Updates
Since our last edition of GOING BEYOND, TMS has seen a number of additions and role 

changes within the staff and faculty of the school. Below are some staff and faculty 
updates since June, 2018. 

New Staff to TMS
Name Position Location

Anna Bouzina Design Teacher Upper School

Leah Di Vincenzo Humanities Teacher Upper School

Kelvin Lam Biology & Math Teacher Upper School

Peter Hill Student Life Teacher Upper School

Sukaina Fatima Receptionist Upper School

Ashwini Saravanapavan Student Supervision Attendant Upper School

Megan Zarudny Admin. Support – Learning Strategies Upper School

Morgan Burke Assistant, Extended Care Lower School

Shauna Martini Elementary Teacher Lower School

Tsilia Dinaburgsky Assistant, Extended Care Lower School

Tab Biando Custodian Lower School

Dionne Malcolm Director, Strategic Communications & Marketing All School

TMS Staff and Faculty with New Roles

Name New Position Location

Donna Boreham Special Projects Lower School

Rachel Marks Head of Elementary Lower School

Samantha Wong Toddler/Children’s House Teacher Lower School

Paola Rovazzi Children’s House French Teacher Lower School

Adriana Margiotta-Groff Children’s House Teacher Lower School

Soon Ki Lee Toddler/Children’s House Teacher Lower School

Lisa Cantor IB MYP Coordinator Upper School

Staff and Faculty Retirements

Gabrielle Aronovitch
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Teachers’ Picks

1

5

Five
Summer is time for a well-deserved break but it’s important to keep 
growing minds working too! Here are 5 fun things for a variety of age 
groups that can keep your child’s mind growing over the summer!

DIY for Bikes 
and the Sky
Inspire your 4 to 7 year old mini 
engineers with STEM projects to do 
outside! The Light Racer Kit found at 

www.techwillsaveus.com is a bike light kit they can 
complete that will add the perfect touch to their bicycle 
this summer!

If biking isn’t for your child, have them take 
to the sky to make, decorate and fly their 
own kite. DIY instructions can be found on 
https://innerchildfun.com/ or buy your 
own design kit on Amazon. 

Mrs. Ellis-Valicek & Mrs. Yannakis 
(Elementary)

A Great Podcast
Podcasts are the best new way of finding 
entertainment on the go, especially for your 
teenager! Dan Carlin’s ‘Hardcore History’ is 
entertaining and informative, covering topics 

ranging from the battles of ancient 
kingdoms to the World Wars to the 
nuclear age. Listen to short episodes 
on the beach or at the pool, or 
immerse yourself in hours of an entire 
historical period while traveling 
to your vacation destinations! Find 
‘Hardcore History’ on Apple Podcasts 
or wherever you download podcasts.

Mr. Small (Upper School)

Things to Keep Your Child 
Learning Over the Summer!

Grow-Your-Own-Garden Kit
Gardening is an activity everyone can enjoy but this kit is 

especially great for toddlers! They love the sensory experience 
of watering and digging and the sense of discovery as they 

watch their own plants grow. You can also integrate fresh 
vegetables into snacks! 

Kits and tools available on Amazon.ca and most DIY retailers. 

Ms. Leyser (Toddler Program)

A Library Card 
For your 8 to 12 year old, it’s 
important to keep up reading 

skills over the summer so 
why not get access to an 

unlimited amount of books to read with a 
card for your local library! Read a favorite novel or comic 

book, try recorded books, and talk with your child about 
the stories. Your child will build vocabulary, reinforce 

grammar rules and be entertained, all at the same time!

Ms. ten Hagen (Elementary)

32

4 An App to Get 
Organized
Preparing to come back to school after the 
summer can be difficult, especially for older 
students who have a lot on their plate. As the 
new school year approaches, get your child 

to find and play with software 
that can help them get organized. 
Apps like: Notability, OneNote and 
the Sticky Notes App are available 
for both MAC and PC and can 
help capture, file and organize 
your notes throughout the year 
for ease of use. Encourage 
your child to play with several 
programs, find the one THEY like 
best and become an expert before 
returning in the fall.  

Mr. Reynolds (Upper School)



TMS is supported by an incredible family of donors, sharing in our vision of creating exceptional 
learning environments for children of all ages and stages.  Through the generosity of families 
like: The Lews, The Cortelluccis, The Baldassarras, The Bijajs, and The Kanargelidis’, we are 
building for the future of our students, your children.  

BECOME A TMS SUPPORTING FAMILY TODAY
If you have not yet had an opportunity to support the Building Our Significance Capital Campaign, 
don’t wait!  Make an Annual Gift before June 14, 2019 of $1000 or more and be uniquely recognized on 
a Year of the Build donor recognition installation!  Looking to make a major gift? 
Talk to us about exclusive opportunities. 

advancement@tmsschool.ca  |  905-889-6882 Ext. 2248  |  tmsschool.ca

These are just some of the families making it happen.
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